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By Brian Cain

The Gazette

M
embers of Aldersgate
United Methodist
Church and the Islamic

Center on Route 1 held a dialogue
amid criticism of Christians allow-
ing Muslims to use their churches
as a place of worship.

In 2010, the Rev. Dr. Dennis
Perry, lead pastor at Aldersgate,
and church leaders agreed to al-
low members of the Islamic Cen-
ter, which is under construction,
to worship at Aldersgate. That
drew criticism from inside and
outside the church concerning the
appropriateness of the decision.

Criticism from outside the
church began when the magazine
Christianity Today ran an article
concerning the church’s decision.
The magazine learned about the
decision from a post on the Jesus
Creed blog. The blog post included
a sermon by Jason Micheli, a pas-
tor at Aldersgate, which helped
explain the reasoning behind al-
lowing Muslims to worship in the
church. Jason B. Hood, the author
of the Christianity Today article,
argued that Aldersgate appealed
“to the love required of Christians
as an authoritative guide for their
decision-making.” Hood ques

Church Opens Arms
To Mosque-less Muslims
Criticism arises for allowing
Muslims to pray in church.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

F
or many Mount Vernon
residents, the gridlock
created by the new Wal-
Mart at Kings Crossing

serves as more than a bitter re-
minder of a lost opportunity for
mixed-use retail. It’s a daily grind
of traffic nightmares and bumper-
to-bumper delay, with the south-
bound left turn lane spilling into
Richmond Highway and clogging
the left lane for hours at a time —
essentially turning Route One into
a one-lane road headed toward
Fort Belvior.

“This is a classic example of
what can go wrong with by-right
development,” said Lee District
Supervisor Jeff McKay. “If the
county had been able to force a
traffic analysis, we could have
been able to require the developer

to make infrastructure improve-
ments.”

But no rezoning was needed, so
no public hearings were con-
ducted. As a result, county officials
were unable to force improve-
ments to the roads so they could
handle the massive influx of traf-
fic to and from the big-box behe-
moth. That means the existing left-
turn lane, which can accommo-
date only six cars, is the only in-
frastructure available to handle
the thousands of new daily trips
and out of the Wal-Mart.

“Our officers have observed that
traffic from the left turn lane does
back up into the left lane of Route
One,” said Lt. Mike Wall of the
Mount Vernon District Station.
“Having cars stopped in traffic can
be dangerous, but I wouldn’t say
it’s anything out of the ordinary

Kings No Crossing

Back-ups on the left-turn lane at the new Wal-Mart at Kings Crossing clogs south-
bound Route One traffic.

New Wal-Mart clogs southbound traffic, turning
southbound Route One into one-lane road.
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Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

From Page 1

From Page 1

tioned, “Does the facilitation of false wor-
ship violate the love command?”

According to Perry, criticism from inside
the church dealt with two primary concerns.
The first concern questioned whether the
church was surrendering the faith in an ef-
fort to be popular or politically correct. The
second concern questioned whether Islam
condones abuse towards women, and if so,
wouldn’t that make the church complicit in
the behavior. Perry did say that although
some members have voiced concerns, many
members do agree with the decision.

Sheik Yusuf Estes may have alleviated
some of the concerns of those in attendance
when he explained the Koran does not con-
done abuse towards women. Estes ex-
plained the Koran teaches that men are re-
quired to protect women and those who find

a license for abuse in the Koran are mis-
guided and do not understand it.

During an interview after the dialogue
had concluded, Perry used the parable of
the Good Samaritan to answer criticism
concerning surrendering the faith. In the
New Testament parable, the Samaritan who
helps the Jew does so even though during
that time they would normally despise each
other. Perry said the Samaritan never asked
the Jew what his creed was, and even
though he had a different creed, Jesus still
used him as an example.

“At the core of the Gospel, the core of the
message of Jesus is the welcoming of a
stranger. Practicing a compassionate re-
sponse to the needs of another is essential
to being faithful,” Perry said. “It isn’t that
you surrender your creed by having a dia-
logue with somebody who is different than
you. It’s a way to strengthen your faith, be-

cause you find out what you really do be-
lieve.”

Perry referred to the danger of violence
between religious groups as another reason
for closer ties with the Muslim community.

“Somebody has to start building bridges
between those groups before violence has
a chance to set up,” Perry said. “This is an
attempt to do that.”

During the one hour 15 minute dialogue,
members of the Muslim community took the
opportunity to explain their basic set of be-
liefs. They highlighted a number of simi-
larities between Islam and Christianity and
talked briefly about assimilation into Ameri-
can society. It was the first meeting of the
two groups since members of the Islamic
Center started praying at Aldersgate four
months ago, but Kevin Creyts, spokesman
for the Islamic Center, said it would not be
the last.

for the driving public.”
Drivers on Richmond Highway have long

struggled with gridlock and inadequate in-
frastructure, although many Route One
drivers say the situation at Kings Crossing
is an extreme example. Complaints began
within the first hours of operation as driv-
ers sat in traffic on Richmond Highway,
sending state officials scrambling for some
kind of solution. The Virginia Department
of Transportation, which has jurisdiction
over the road, ended up extendeing the
green light longer in an effort to keep people
moving in an out of the facility.

But that solution had its own drawback
— slowing northbound traffic. And it only
served to mitigate the problem rather than
solve it. That means drivers will continue
to be stuck in the daily gridlock created by
Wal-Mart until the VDOT can find the re-
sources to add a new left turn lane or make
the current turn lane longer — a scenario
that would require significant re-engineer-
ing of the intersection.

“The problem is that there’s no money,”
said Del. Scott Surovell (D-44). “And there’s
not going to be any money until the state
does something to address the transporta-
tion funding crisis.”

In recent months, some have argued that
Tysons Corner has sucked all the oxygen out
of the air in Fairfax County, diverting time
and attention away from Richmond High-
way. Others disagree that the corridor has
been neglected, pointing toward improve-
ments such as pedestrian countdown clocks,
the creation of a development corporation
and millions of dollars to fund reams of
studies to name a few. That traffic along
the corridor is now set to spiral out of con-
trol next when the Department of Defense
moves thousands of employees to Fort
Belvoir.  “We’ve been somewhat ignored,”
said state Sen. Toddy Puller (D-36) last sum-
mer. “I want us to get our fair share.”

ELECTED LEADERS disagree with each
other over how to spread the blame for
problems along the Route One corridor.
McKay and others say VDOT is the prob-
lem because it has systematically under-
funded infrastructure improvements for
years, leaving Route One unprepared for the
daily slog of drivers. But Surovell and oth-
ers say Fairfax County should be doing more
by suggesting projects to the Common-
wealth Transportation Board. Somewhere
in the middle of the struggle are drivers of
Mount Vernon, who must live in a world
where their commute grows longer every
day and development is choking the life out
of a major thoroughfare.

“Richmond Highway, unfortunately, gets
the tagline ‘the armpit of Fairfax County,’”
said Kahan Dhillon, chairman of the strate-
gic planning committee of the Mount
Vernon Council of Citizens Associations. “It’s
time to change that. I don’t think we can
continue with the status quo.”

R
obert G. Stanton was the special
guest, along with Alexandria
Mayor Bill Euille, at Burgundy

Farm’s Day of Service celebrating the life
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Stanton is deputy assistant secretary
of policy, management and budget for the
U.S. Department of Interior. Stanton was
the first African American to be the di-
rector of the National Park Service after
he was nominated by former President
Bill Clinton.

Euille is a native and life-long resident
of Alexandria and was the first African
American elected to the position of
mayor in the city’s history.

The students of Burgundy Farm invited
the students of Alexandria City elemen-
tary school, Jefferson Houston to join
them in the Day of Service.

Activities included: planters for Carpen-
ters Shelter, New baby welcome kits for
Healthy Families Alexandria, decorating
cookies and making trail mix bags for
Meade Memorial Episcopal Church, literacy
games and books on tape for Wright to
Read, Martin Luther King Service Quilt,
singing songs and chants, making cleaning
supply baskets for residents leaving shel-
ters and moving into homes, houseplants
for Hopkins House, computer games for
Freerice.com, knitting hats for the children
in the NICU, dental hygiene kits for Alex-
andria Child and Family Network, writing
letters to service members abroad, first aid
kits for Alexandria Child and Family Net-
work, adopt-me dog bandanas for the Al-
exandria Animal Shelter, money manage-
ment program for “The Kid’s Marketplace”
and “The Reality Store”, making wild bird

feeders to take home and creating
Valentine’s cards for the residents of
Carpenter’s Shelter.

Event donors included:  Michael
Manuel of Alexandria Long & Foster Re-
altors, The Casagrande Family, The
Crowne Plaza (Old Town Alexandria),
Giant Food (Kingstowne, Edsall Road,
Telegraph Road and Richmond Hwy.),
Hampton Inn (Alexandria), Hilton Mark
Center (Alexandria), Holiday Inn Express
(Richmond Hwy.), The Kocher Family, Dr.
Eddie Longman and Dr. Wanda Goldhush
(Alexandria Old Town Dental), Loza
Dental Health & Wellness (Great Falls),
Papa John’s (Huntington), Primo’s Fam-
ily Restaurant, Holly Sloan and Colby
Smith, Springhill Suites (Richmond
Hwy.) and Lisa Vohra and Elevation
Burger.

Day of Service at Burgundy Farm
Rosemary Burzynski, Denise Moore, Stephanie Menson, Jhaylen White
and Henry Edwards pot the Philodendrons for Carpenter Shelter.

Burgundy Farm Diversity Coor-
dinator Lashawn Sells talks
with Dr. Robert Stanton.

Christians, Muslims Host Dialogue at Aldersgate

Arterial
Clogging
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GastroEndoscopy Centers

www.gastroendocenters.com

8109 Hinson Farm Road
Suite 515

Alexandria, Virginia 22306

Phone: 703.780.0994    •    Fax: 703.780.0929

9455 Lorton Market Street
Suite 203

Lorton, Virginia 22079

Gastroenterology/Hepatology: Accredited Endoscopy Centers

Mark Mattar, M.D.          Jonathan McCone, M.D.

Jonathan McCone, M.D. and Mark C. Mattar,
M.D. practice gastroenterology and treat
liver diseases in our Accredited Alexandria
and Lorton office/endoscopy units.  Much of
what we do involves screening and preven-
tion of colon cancer by means of
colonoscopy. By finding and removing small
polyps, we prevent them from growing into
cancer.  Colon cancer is the #2 cancer killer
for both men and women (killing more
women every year than cervical and ovarian
cancer combined).  We use an anesthesiolo-
gist to achieve sedation for maximal comfort
and safety.

We are Board Certified, and evaluate all GI/liver problems (swallowing problems, GERD and
heartburn, abdominal pain, ulcer disease, colitis, colon cancer, rectal bleeding, constipation
and diarrhea, celiac disease, blood loss anemia, pancreatic and liver problems such as
hepatitis B and C, cirrhosis). Dr. Mattar recently joined Dr. McCone, having completed his GI
Fellowship at Georgetown University. He has a special interest in liver and inflammatory
bowel diseases such as ulcerative colitis and Crohn’s disease

Please call for an appointment

News

By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

T
his weekend, one doesn’t have
to leave Mount Vernon to travel
around the world. On Saturday,
Jan. 22, visitors can stop by

Hollin Meadows Elementary School and
experience a Filipino Dance Performance;
a Tae Kwon Do Presentation; music and
dance performances from Japan; a Colonial
American dance performance and much
more.

Hollin Meadows is holding their Annual
Multicultural Fair from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m.  and the event is open to the public.

Trish Fineran, fifth-grade teacher, did the
write-up as the publicity chairperson and
coordinated communications. She said,
“Other teachers coordinate and the entire
community participates; children perform,
families cook and bring in food to sample
and things to exhibit, they participate in
dances with their children. A committee of
teachers plan, coordinate, set-up and
takedown, recruit and coordinate teacher
and student volunteers (some graduates)
organize and staff the crafts table,
storytelling, and assist as needed.”

The fair committee is headed by Donna
Beaver-Young, assistant principal, and the
art teachers (Angela Williams, Judy
Bromberg, music (Ashton Streavig, Holly
Vesilind), and physical education teachers
(Todd Paxton, Steve Kauffman, and Ann
Jopke). They have all been working with
the children since October to prepare them
for the performances. Kris Griswold is the
exhibits chairperson for the first time this
year and Emily Crawford is the volunteer

chair person. Sailaja Gunda has been coor-
dinating special guest performances.

“With such a wonderful culturally-diverse
community to celebrate, the events include
an exhibit hall filled with opportunities to
see, taste, touch, listen and create,” said
Fineran. “Families share their customs
through food, clothing, music, photos, col-
lections, games and much more. The event
is a feast for the palate and the senses.

“Another not-to-miss happening are the

student performances (each grade level),
complemented by special invited guests.
Come learn about many cultures, taste the
food, enjoy some singing, dancing, and in-
strument playing.”

Each grade level will be performing in the
gym. Some will be singing, some dancing,
and some playing hand-made instruments.

The Multicultural Fair will be held at
Hollin Meadows Elementary School, 2410
Nordok Place, on Saturday, Jan. 22, from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Gale Curcio is an independent writer and
public relations consultant in Mount Vernon.
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Performance Schedule
11:35 – 11:45 Drum Circle and Chorus
11:50 – 12 Sixth grade Music and

Dance Performances (Philippines)
12:05-12:10 Kindergarten Dance Performance

(Caribbean Islands)
12:15- 12:25 Tae Kwon Do Presentation
12:30 -12:40 First grade Music and

Dance Performances (Japan)
12:45 – 12:55 Second Grade Music and Dance

Performances (Native American)
1:00-1:10 Boy Scout Troop 118 (USA)
1:15- 1:25 Third Grade Music and Dance

Performances (New Zealand)
1:30 – 1:40 Ms. Gunda’s Dancers (India)
1:45 – 1:55 Fourth Grade Dance Performance

(Colonial America)
2 - 2:10 Fifth Grade Dance Performance

(Brazil)
2:15- 2:25 Dances for All: Cupid Shuffle,

Cha Cha Slide

Visit the World at Hollin Meadows Multicultural Fair
Students to present
variety of performances.

Students perform in last year’s multicultural fair



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  January 20-26, 2011  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

A Must See • Final Weekend

ACCT
Aldersgate Church

Community Theater
1301 Collingwood Road
Alexandria, VA 22308

January 21 & 22 – 7:30 p.m.
January 22 & 23 – 3:00 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased online at www.acctonline.org
$9 online or $10 at door

Bugsy Malone Jr.
a tongue-in-cheek tribute to the 1920’s gangster flick that promises

big musical numbers, flapper fashions, fedoras, speakeasies, and loads of laughs!

Just as the characters in Bugsy Malone Jr. need to bring a book to get into Fat Sam’s Speak
Easy, we are asking if you would bring a book to donate when you come to see the show. We

will donate the books to a local charity. Anyone who does donate a book will be entered into a
drawing to sit at one of “Fat Sam’s Grand Slam Speak Easy” tables during the show.

For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Riverside Estates $499,900
8405 Cherry Valley Lane

Lovely 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick split
w/garage & spectacular sunroom
addition which overlooks a large,
landscaped yard backing to a private,
wooded sanctuary. Furnace & A/C
replaced in 2001 & newer energy-
efficient windows thruout. Kit appli-

ances & countertops replaced in the 2000’s. Good paint, beautiful hdwd
floors accent a meticulously maintained home. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, com-
mute to Alex, Ntl Airport, Pentagon/D.C. via G.W. Pkwy. This is a GEM!

Alex./Wessynton $609,000
3020 Cunningham Drive

Priced Below Market for a Quick
Sale! Lg 5 BR/2.5 BA Colonial w/2-
car garage & full unfinished bsmt in
Mount Vernon’s premiere contempo-
rary subdivision of Wessynton. This
home is priced to allow some updat-
ing. Large covered screened porch

off the family rm allows you to enjoy your beautiful private bkyd.
Wessynton offers a pool, tennis court,& boat launch that allows quick
access to the Potomac River – 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town Alex.

Westgate $659,900
9010 Volunteer Drive

Beautiful traditional Colonial
w/2-car side garage in fabulous
Mount Vernon location. It is
classy! Over .5 acre landscaped
corner lot. Stunning sunroom
addition. Hardwood floors main &
upper levels. Family rm w/gas FP

off kitchen. Wood FP in living room. Lovely kitchen w/Corian count-
ers & large picture window facing scenic backyard. Sweet front
porch. Large unfin bsmt: ample storage.

Alex./Riverside Estates $559,900
3112 Battersea Lane

Beautiful remodeled 4 BR, 2.5 BA
Colonial in popular Riverside
Estates. Updates include: totally
remodeled kit w/granite counters,
baths, new carpet in family rm &
basement. Interior freshly
painted, refinished hdwd floors on
main & upper levels. New HVAC

& water heater, extensive landscaping. Great location! 6 minutes to
Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Huntington Metro and Old Town, 25 to National
Airport & 35 to Pentagon/D.C.

Alex./Riverside Estates  $449,900
3113 Battersea Lane

PRICED WELL BELOW MARKET VALUE
FOR QUICK SALE! (not a short sale).
Their loss, your gain! Beautiful
home on spectacular lot backing to
woods. 4 BR, 2.5 BA Colonial w/3
finished levels. 5 minutes to Ft.

Belvoir. Great deal without having to go thru the banks! Needs a tad
of TLC and you have a great home at an incredible price…

throughout main level. Newly landscaped yard. Scenic commute along Potomac
River. Great location: 15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir or Old Town, 30 to Pentagon/D.C.
Close to G.W. Parkway, Mount Vernon Bike Trail and beautiful park.

Alex./Stratford Landing $555,900
8704 Waterford Road

Spectacular, updated 2,500 sq ft, 4 BR, 3
BA, two-level rambler in popular Stratford
Landing. Turn-Key! Renovations since
2002 include: HVAC, hot water, roof,
baths, kitchen (granite counters, maple
cabinets), replacement windows, new
deck, refinished lower level. Hdwd floors

Alex./Woodland $619,000
3232 Woodland Lane

Lovely 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home on a
spectacular .48 acre wooded lot in pres-
tigious Woodland Park. Stunning sun-
room addition in 2006. Cherry cabinets
& Corian counters in large remodeled
kitchen and updated baths, freshly
painted interior and newer energy-effi-

cient replacement windows. Spacious double carport with ample storage.
Community boat ramp for water access. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Metro &
Old Town, 25 to Natl. Airport & 30/35 to Pentagon/D.C.
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Mark Richard Allen
Mark Richard Allen, 63,

died Jan. 14, 2011, in the
arms of his wife at his home
in Alexandria after a year-
long battle with
neuroendocrine cancer. He
had lived in Alexandria for
32 years.

Mr. Allen was born Dec.
27, 1947, in Philadelphia,
Pa., to David Hector and
Ruth Isabel (Chilton) Allen.
At the age of seven, the fam-
ily moved to Wildwood,
N.J., where he graduated
from high school in 1965.
He attended Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New Jer-
sey, from 1965 to 1968. After being drafted into the U.S. Army
in 1968, he received Medical Corpsman training at Ft. Sam
Houston, Texas, then was stationed at the Ft. Dix Military Hos-
pital in New Jersey until his Honorable Discharge in 1971. He
was awarded the National Defense Service Medal.

Mr. Allen then moved to Ann Arbor, Mich., where he at-
tended the University of Michigan from 1972 to 1974, earning
a B.S. degree in Natural Resources. While there, he was em-
ployed at the Matthaei Botanical Gardens. After graduation,
he was employed as a Park Ranger in the State of Michigan
Park System. Between 1975 to 1977 he worked for the City
of Des Moines, Iowa, Department of Urban Forestry. He then
moved to Charles County, Md., where he was employed by
Southern Tree Service until late 1979. From September 1979
to October 1989 he was employed at George Washington’s Mt.
Vernon Estate, first as Assistant Supervisor of Gardens and
Grounds, and later as Supervisor. He lived on the estate and
served in the estate’s in-house fire and medical aid depart-
ments. His two children, by his first marriage to Linda Lee
Anderson (which ended in divorce in 1989), were the last
children born on the estate. While at Mt. Vernon, he was in
charge not only of the maintenance of the estate’s grounds and
gardens, but also the livestock. He gave many tours of the
estate’s wooded areas to local schoolchildren, sharing his vast
knowledge of flora and fauna.

After leaving Mt. Vernon, Mr. Allen became the Arborist/
Horticulturist for the Town of Vienna, in which capacity he
worked until his retirement in August 2010. Mayor M. Jane
Seeman declared April 22, 2010, as “Mark Allen Day” in
Vienna in recognition of his years of service in Vienna’s De-
partment of Parks and Recreation, during which time he
cataloged all the trees in Vienna, created many new flower
beds, planted countless trees, and shared his knowledge with
garden clubs and residents.

While he and his wife Juanita lived in Old Town Alexan-
dria at the Robert E. Lee Camp Confederate Veterans Home
from 1990 to 1995, he spent many hours maintaining the
historic building and its gardens, and assisted his wife in sur-
veying Confederate graves in Alexandria. He also placed
memorial wreaths on the Confederate statue on Washington
and Prince Streets for many years.

Mr. Allen was an avid birder and naturalist. He wrote de-
tailed journals from 1977 until the time of his death, outlining
his observations of birds and other wildlife, trees, flowers, and

Obituaries

wetlands – from his backyard to the many parks and wilder-
ness areas he visited in the United States including Alaska and
Hawaii, Canada, Panama, France, Italy, and Spain. His bird
list totaled 717.

Mr. Allen was a voracious reader and frequent user of the
Sherwood Hall Library. Throughout his life, he was a deep and
introspective thinker, exhibiting great integrity, high morals,
unfailing fairness, a keen intellect, a strong work ethic, and
an iron will.

The funeral service will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 21
(visitation at 6 p.m.) at Plymouth Haven Baptist Church, 8523
Ft. Hunt Road, Alexandria. Burial will follow on Jan. 22 at
Cold Spring Presbyterian Cemetery in Cape May County, N.J.
Arrangements by Jefferson Funeral Chapel of Alexandria.

He is survived by his wife, Juanita Elisabeth (Wright) Allen,
son Aaron David Allen of Annapolis, Md., daughter Emily
Lynn (Allen) Goodman of Fairfax, granddaughter Avery Lynn
Allen of Annapolis, and brother Bruce David Allen of Del
Haven, N.J. His family and friends were honored to have such
a fine man in their lives and he will be greatly missed.

Barbara Crann
Barbara (Bobbie) Crann,

89, died Jan. 4t at Spring
Hills Assisted Living in Alex-
andria.

She was born in
Evanston, Ill., where she at-
tended Northwestern
University School of
Speech, before joining the
Navy in WWII. She served
as a WAVE recruiter for two
years, and in 1945 married
Lawrence Crann. They
moved to the Mount Vernon
area in 1949 where they
lived for the next 62 years.

Barbara was active in the Mount Vernon/Alexandria com-
munity throughout her life. In the 1950’s and 60’s, she
organized and directed a neighborhood children’s theater
each summer. She was active in PTA and Girl Scouting before
joining the staff of the Alexandria YWCA as the Program and
Youth Director, a position she held for 10 years. She then
served as director of Camp Tappawingo in Manassas, a sum-
mer camp for special needs children and adults.

She was a member of the Alexandria Chapter of the Na-
tional League of American Pen Women, serving two terms as
president and one as chaplain. She was a member of First
Christian Church of Alexandria, serving at variuos times as a
deacon, elder, and choir member. Until the age of 88, she co-
facilitated the “Serious Thinkers” Sunday School class, a class
for mentally challenged adults. She was also active at St.
James Episcopal Church in Mount Vernon, attending a weekly
Bible study and singing in the choir.

She is survived by her husband, Larry, of 65 years, three
daughters — Wendy Newcomer of Richmond, Va., Laurie
Kitchin of King George, Va., and Chris Bramante of Bethesda,
Md., seven grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at First Christian Church,
Alexandria, at 3 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 12.

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…Your Newspaper
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Opinion

See Letters,  Page 7
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I
f it sounds too good to be true, it prob-
ably is.

It’s a major component of consumer
protection and something we try to teach

our children.
So consider this quote from Gov. Bob

McDonnell on his latest plan for trans-
portation funding:

“I’m asking all of you to support a
plan that pumps billions into roads,
creates tens of thousands of new jobs, adds no
new debt, starts work now, and doesn’t raise
taxes.”

Lots of money, no debt, no taxes. Not likely.
In fact, the governor’s plan would take ex-

isting revenue that is paying for existing costs,
like public safety and education, and forcing
reallocation to transportation.

The so-called privatization of the liquor busi-
ness would cost the state hundreds of millions
of dollars in lost revenue that is currently be-
ing used for core state services, services that

have already been cut to the bone. The one-
time infusion of up to $400 million (literally
not enough money to pay for a single new in-
terchange on a highway) does not make up
for the loss of revenue annually. Or the harm
of possibly tripling the number of liquor stores

in the state.
Who would benefit? Very large re-

tailers who would get almost all of the
licenses to sell liquor.

Fixing the transportation debacle in Virginia
will require new revenue. Gov. McDonnell is
more interested in saying that he cut the size
of government and turned more business over
to the private sector than a meaningful fix for
transportation. Right now, his proposal is to
take the insufficient amount of money being
spent on education, public safety and the safety
net and spend it on roads instead.

The result will be irreparable harm and not
nearly enough money to improve roads and
transit.

Our legislators in the Virginia General As-
sembly should just say no.

Judge the governor’s proposal for yourself,
read it at www.governor.virginia.gov/News
under Jan. 14.

- Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Dogs and Cats,
Parrots and Pigs,
Spiders and Snakes

It’s time to take some photos of your family
and your favorite animals and send them in to
the Connection for our Feb. 2 Pet Connection.

Write a paragraph or two about how you
acquired your pet or what’s special about your
pet or what you’ve learned from your pet, have
your children draw a picture, take some pho-
tos and email in by next week.

Send to
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Transportation Plan without Substance
Say no to liquor plan, a giveaway to big business.

Editorials

Letters to the Editor

Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club (MVKC) members Joanne and
Bruce Malkin join Sacramento Neighborhood Center  (SNC)

staff and TeenSpace students at the Martin Luther King Jr. celebration on Monday,
Jan. 17. The center commemorated the holiday with a special leadership program
and a community brunch.  The MVKC is a supporter of the work of the center
especially in creating a safe and healthy environment for the community’s teenag-
ers in TeenSpace. For more information on MVKC service activities in the Mount
Vernon area, see www.mtvernonvakiwanis.org.

Honoring King

Another Big
Box Store
To the Editor:

While all of us are concerned
about the increasing traffic on Rt.
1, there are seven reasons why we
should support Costco’s request to
build on the old Multiplex site
when it comes before the Fairfax
County Planning Commission.

First, Costco sells quality prod-
ucts at very affordable prices,
something that my family appre-
ciates very much.

Second, Costco runs a very com-
petitive pharmacy that was par-
ticularly helpful to my mother-in-
law when she lived with us.

Third, Costco understands that
they can not have a successful
business if it is difficult driving to
their location. I understand from
Supervisor McKay’s office Costco
is committed to paying for turn
lanes to mitigate traffic problems
on Rt. 1 and adjoining streets.

Fourth, instead of traveling a
half hour to the Newington Costco,
it will only take us seven minutes

to travel there when they open off
Rt 1.

Fifth, their new store will cre-
ate 250 new jobs in our commu-
nity. A friend, who works at the
Costco at Potomac Mall, says they
have competitive salaries and
great benefits. Dramatically re-
duced commute times will also be
a real benefit to those in our com-
munity who will work there.

Sixth, the best way to insure we
have affordable housing in our
community is to insure there are
high paying jobs in our commu-

nity. Costco is a good step in that
direction.

And finally, for over 40 years
Fairfax County has prospered bet-
ter than almost any other county
in the U.S. because we understood
that encouraging the growth of
businesses in our communities re-
sulted in good incomes, quality
schools and services. For too long,
the Rt. 1 community has forgot-
ten this. Proposed projects have
been subject to prolonged debate
and even threats of opposition. By
supporting Costco we say to new
businesses we want their services
and welcome them in our commu-
nity.

Will we still have traffic prob-
lems? Yes we will. But let’s focus
on resolving the traffic problems,
not debating and limiting our op-
portunity for growth and prosper-
ity.

Thomas W. Russell
Alexandria

Fiscal
Moderate?
To the Editor:

Congressman [Gerry E.]
Connolly referred to himself dur-
ing his 2010 re-election campaign
as a “fiscal moderate.” But, does
that representation match his vot-
ing record on spending since tak-
ing office in 2009? You decide.

According to Mega Vote pub-
lished by Congress.org., Congress
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man Connolly voted for the following
trillions of dollars in spending and voted
to increase the debt limit to $14.1 tril-
lion and increase of about $3 trillion
since taking office in 2009. Following are
some of his votes:

❖ $787 billion stimulus bill
❖  $410 billion FY 2009 government

budget
❖  $3.5 trillion FY 2010 government

budget

❖  $234 billion Medicare physician pay-
ment reform

❖  $446.8 billion FY 2010 omnibus ap-
propriation bill

 ❖ $48 billion science project
❖  $1.9 trillion for continuing resolution

to fund the government
❖  Extend tax cuts for two years and un-

employment benefits for 13 months (no
estimate)

❖  5 percent reduction in congressional
expenses (no estimate provided).

You can get details about these spending

and other measures by going to the web
page Congress.org.

I encourage you to sign up to receive the
Mega Votes that provide votes on key issues
by your congressman and U.S. senators. Mega
Votes are issued by congressional district.

You can follow your congressman’s and
U.S. senators’ voting record without hardly
any effort and make informed comments
to them as you desire.

Frank Medico
Mt. Vernon

Digging into
Dog Area
To the Editor:

 In my letter last week, I explained that
all Westgrove PACK seeks is for the
Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) to
pass a resolution as authorized by Fairfax
Code Section 41.1-2-4 that would per-
mit dog owners, on an interim basis, to
exercise their dogs off-leash at

To the Editor:
I am writing to share a great story about

a Mt. Vernon resident who made a promise
years ago to some children that came to frui-
tion this past December. Benita Wilson runs
a daycare from her home near Mt. Vernon
High School. I met her eight years ago when
I placed my 4-month-old daughter in her
care. Over the years, we became great
friends and my daughter and some of the
other little girls at Benita’s daycare grew to
love all of her colorful sari’s and Indian deli-
cacies she’d cook up from time to time.
Benita couldn’t believe they liked her spicy
food and would say, “One day I am going
to take you to India and show you my coun-
try!”

Time passed, my daughter went on to el-
ementary school, along with the other chil-
dren she’d grown up with at Benita’s, but
her promise was always in the back of my
mind. Our families remained close and one
day over dinner last January, I asked her,
“Are you still serious about taking the girls
to India?” At which she gave an emphatic,
“Of course!” So, on Dec. 16, 2010, three

families boarded a plane to India with
Benita leading the way. I could see the chil-
dren soaking up the Indian culture like
sponges. They rode elephants up to mighty
forts and ascended dunes in the desert atop
friendly camels.

When Christmas came, it didn’t matter
that there wasn’t a pile of presents waiting
for them. They were just eager to go out
and explore a new land and find adventure
within it. They grew accustom to hearing
the Muslim call to prayer through the city
minarets and enjoyed learning about all the
Hindu deities and visiting some of their or-
nate temples. They delighted in the fact that
many Indians wanted them in their pictures.
What better way to inspire diplomacy than
to live it yourself. Now, when my daughter
greets a friend, she brings her hands to-
gether, bends and simply says, “Namaste,”
the customary Indian greeting. It was a trip
of a lifetime and one in which the children
will most surely never forget.

Carla Wendy
Alexandria

At the Taj Mahal in Agra, India, on Dec 20, 2010, Benita Wilson is with
the children she cared for as infants. (Top row): Benita Wilson with
(bottom row, from left:) Lara Miller, 8, Courtney Smith, 7, Dana Wendy,
8, Abby Smith, 9, and Simon Miller, 11.

An Inspiring Trip to India

By Scott A. Surovell

Delegate (D-44)

R
eturning from my first
week in Richmond for
the 2011 session of
the General Assembly,

I talked with several U.S. 1 busi-
ness owners. With the possible
opening of Costco adding 5,000
new vehicles per day, on top of
the new Kings Crossing Wal-Mart, thou-
sands of new jobs coming to Fort Belvoir
and continued growth, everyone had the
same question — when will U.S. 1 be wid-
ened?

The bottom line is not for a while, but
[state] Sen. Toddy Puller and I are doing
everything we can in Richmond to jumpstart
the process.

Here is a primer. U.S. 1 is part of the Na-
tional Highway System (NHS) but is main-
tained by the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation. Fairfax County’s long-term plan
for U.S. 1 calls for U.S. 1 to incorporate
some kind of transit into its next design —
either a Yellow Line Metro extension, light
rail, or bus rapid transit.

Before any kind of highway design can
be requested, the center of U.S. 1 or
“centerline” must be established and ap-
proved by both the Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA). The FHWA will not
approve a centerline contemplating transit
until a transit study has addressed the eco-
nomic and engineering feasibility of the
transit options contemplated by the pro-
posed centerline to ensure that transit is not
a waste of money for the particular area.

In 1994, then-Delegate Puller pushed
through legislation authorizing VDOT to
complete a centerline study from Alexan-
dria to Fredericksburg. That study was com-
pleted in 2009, but it did not adopt a U.S. 1
centerline from Woodlawn to Alexandria
because no one would commit the funding
for the necessary transit study.

The transit study is the first step to fixing
U.S. 1. After the transit study is complete,
an environmental impact study must be
funded and completed. Once that is com-
pleted, funding must be identified for engi-
neering and constructing the road. VDOT
has a six-year and 12-year plan for road im-

provements. U.S. 1 is currently on
neither. In addition, the cost of
Metro or light rail is so high that
extraordinary funding sources
will be necessary.

Obtaining the funding for the
U.S. 1 transit study is my num-
ber one priority this session. A
few weeks ago, I gave a rush hour
driving tour of U.S. 1 to the new
VDOT Administrator for the

Northern Virginia and a representative from
Virginia’s Department of Rail and Public
Transit (DRPT). Last November, I wrote to
Virginia’s Transportation Secretary urging
support for the U.S. 1 transit study when
the McDonnell Administration identified $1
billion to spend on transportation due to
policy changes they called an “audit.” Board
of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova
also asked the Governor to prioritize fund-
ing for the U.S. 1 transit study.

Senator Puller and I have also contacted
the Secretary of Transportation and the Di-
rector of DRPT in the last week and re-
quested their support for funding the study.
I also spoke with Governor McDonnell on
the first day of the session and he assured
me that he especially understood the need
given his familiarity with Mount Vernon and
he promised to look into it. I also spent 30
minutes with the Governor’s Economic De-
velopment Team this past Monday. Senator
Puller has introduced a new study resolu-
tion I cosponsored and we are both spon-
soring budget amendments to allocate the
funding to achieve it. Though the budget is
tight, funds may be available.

Please complete my 2011 survey at
www.scottsurovell.org/survey, and visit my
blog, The Dixie Pig, at
scottsurovell.blogspot.com, for more fre-
quent updates. You can also comment on
legislation, set up a meeting or request a
Capitol tour at www.scottsurovell.org.

On Saturday, Jan. 29, at 10 a.m., Senator
Puller and I will be hosting a Town Hall
Meeting at the Mount Vernon Government
Center, 2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria, VA
22306 to hear your views, suggestions and
questions. I hope to see you there.

Good government requires your involve-
ment so please be in touch so I can best
represent you in the General Assembly. It is
an honor to serve as your state delegate.

Attacking U. S. 1 Gridlock
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Westgrove Park without fear of being ar-
rested or ticketed by County Animal Con-
trol officers. In my letter, I distinguished an
Off-Leash Dog Park (OLDP) in which a mas-
ter planning process has been undertaken
from an Off-Leash Dog Area (OLDA) which
may simply be created by a resolution of
the FCPA under Section 41.1-2-4.

I’m aware of a conversation the MVCCA’s
Environment & Recreation (E&R) commit-
tee chairman had with a senior staff person
at the FCPA in which several issues perti-
nent to the OLDA proposal were discussed.
After conducting some research, I spoke
with the very same FCPA staff person on
Jan. 14. During the conversation, she
agreed that several points must be further
examined which may advance the question
of whether an OLDA could be established
at Westgrove Park as an interim use. In this
regard, I note the following:

1. The E&R Chair reported that the FCPA
staff person said an OLDP is the same thing
as an OLDA. During my conversation, the
staff person said she was previously un-
aware of Section 41.1-2-4 and asked me to
send it to her (which I did). She indicated
that there appeared to be no impediment
to the FCPA Board passing a resolution pur-
suant to Section 41.1-2-4 and that, in fact,
while the master planning process is pre-
ferred by the FCPA, it is not mandatory.

2. The E&R Chair reported that the FCPA
staff person described use of 4" of “stone
dust” as “required.” In a brief search of the
County website, I found an example of a
dog park using grass as the ground surface.
See: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
gmp/masongmpframe.htm for the Mason
District Park. At that link, I refer to section
V.C. which says “The preferred ground cover
for Off-Leash Dog Areas is grass (turf).” I
brought this example to the attention of the
staff person and she indicated the FCPA is
concerned that grass will be worn out and

damaged by dogs at Westgrove Park. I ex-
plained that dogs have been exercised there
for several years with no visible damage. I
suggested that perhaps the FCPA could es-
tablish the OLDA on an interim basis using
the existing grass and monitor it for grass
wear. She suggested that once the new
Mount Vernon FCPA representative is in
place, Westgrove PACK should request such
a solution.

3. The E&R Chair reported that the staff
person had said interim uses “are not rou-
tinely granted” and that she was only aware
of two such examples, a radio-controlled
airplane park in Sully District and the bus
parking one in Dranesville. I searched the
County website and quickly found 11 ex-
amples of interim use agreements. I brought
this to the attention of the staff person and
she quickly acknowledged that FCPA rou-
tinely enters into interim agreements for
recreational use of County school proper-
ties. Some but not all of the examples I
found fit this category. My point was con-
firmed - the FCPA routinely employs interim
agreements in fulfilling its mission on be-
half of taxpayers. It can also do so regard-
ing the OLDA proposal at Westgrove Park. I
sent the staff person the links I found.

 4. Concerning locating an OLDA in land
that includes a Resource Protection Area
(RPA), the E&R Chair reported that the staff
person indicated FCPA guidelines “prohibit
dog parks in the RPAs because the C-Bay
ordinance allows only passive recreational
uses in the RPA” and dog parks are active
uses. The 22 acre Westgrove Park property
does include an RPA but it is located only
on two edges of the area used by Westgrove
PACK members to exercise their dogs. FCPA
already allows dogs in Westgrove Park on-
leash and if the RPA raises an issue con-
cerning off-leash activities, it can easily be
solved through use of signage and perhaps
fences to eliminate any RPA impact.

The E&R chair maintains that she has not

By Linda T. “Toddy”

Puller

State Senator (D-36)

A
s the 2011 General As
sembly begins to exam
ine Gov. Bob
McDonnell’s latest pro-

posal to privatize Virginia’s Alco-
holic Beverage Control operation,
it’s worth remembering that JLARC, the
Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commis-
sion, found that the Governor’s first plan
on the subject was undermined by faulty
arithmetic and unrealistic assumptions.  I
believe that we as lawmakers have a respon-
sibility to ensure that this latest plan re-
ceives serious scrutiny.

The architecture of the latest ABC
privatization plan is based on a report from
the consulting firm the Governor hired:
Public Financial Management, Inc. (PFM),
a company with deep experience working
with the Commonwealth.

And I must give some credit to
PFM for being straightforward
when it points out that the new
ABC privatization plan is, indeed,
based on numerous assumptions.
(In fact, the words “assumption”
and “assumed” appear no fewer
than a dozen times in just the Ex-
ecutive Summary of PFM’s report
of January 10, 2011.)

Addressing the Administration’s predic-
tion that the auction of 1,000 new retail
liquor licenses to private interests would
generate $300 million, PFM notes, “there
is significant risk associated with this esti-
mate, which we believe to be in the range
of $100 million high or low.”

And, regarding the Administration’s pre-
diction that there would be no significant
change in retail prices for consumers of spir-
its in Virginia, PFM reports, “there are an
infinite number of possible price variations
that could result from privatization. On any
given day, in any given store, on any given

item, the price could be significantly higher
or lower than it is today.”

Here’s my point: even the consultants
hired by the McDonnell Administration es-
sentially agree that privatizing Virginia’s
successful and very profitable ABC system
is a gamble.

ABC has worked well for Virginians for
nearly 80 years. The system makes a wide
variety of products available in clean, rea-
sonably-located and safe stores statewide.

The operation is transparent and free of
the corruption that has plagued other states.

And ABC has been profitable. In good
times and bad, ABC generates badly-needed
revenue for critical state services, includ-
ing public education, law enforcement and
mental health.

In an uncertain economy and with bud-
gets still under great stress, why would we
want to risk a fruitful and effective opera-
tion?

Virginia’s decision to get into the business
of controlling and selling spirits was no ac-

cident. After Prohibition, the General As-
sembly carefully and deliberately created
an ABC system that helps to fund vital pub-
lic services and safeguards Virginia’s qual-
ity of life, and those are “core functions” of
state government.

The ABC has won numerous awards and
is completely self-supporting. If ABC
privatization occurs, many State employees
working there will lose their jobs. The State
would have to compensate displaced em-
ployees for severance and unemployment
benefits, estimated to cost about $36 mil-
lion.

As the old adage puts it so well, when
something’s not broken, it doesn’t need to
be fixed. Virginia’s ABC is not broken and
doesn’t need to be fixed.

Puller is chair of the Senate Committee
on Rehabilitation and Social Services. Gov.
Robert McDonnell’s bill on ABC
Privatization is to come before this commit-
tee in the Virginia Senate.

Virginia’s ABC System Doesn’t Need To Be ‘Fixed’

By Sharon Bulova

Chairman, Fairfax County

Board of Supervisors

A
s we turn the page for
the New Year, Fairfax
County continues to

face significant challenges.
Our economy is on a slow road
to recovery from the worst re-
cession in decades. Residential
and commercial property values are still
too low, close to a thousand homeowners
in Fairfax are still struggling with fore-
closures and nearly 30,000 of our resi-
dents are unable to find work.

Despite these challenges, Fairfax
County continues to be an exceptional
place to live, work and play. We have
taken advantage of some of the oppor-
tunities the economic downturn has pre-
sented. With the cost of construction at
a record low, we have been able to real-
ize long-term savings in our capital pro-
gram for parks and schools. We have also
made organizational changes and found
efficiencies that have lowered the cost
of providing services while keeping taxes
affordable.

Work has begun on the County’s bud-
get for Fiscal Year 2012. As the effects of
the Great Recession linger, we estimate
a projected shortfall in our $3.3 billion
General Fund Budget for Fiscal Year 2012
of about $50 million. Giving employees
raises “as usual” would increase this
shortfall by $107 million — $33 million
for County workers and $74 million for
School employees.

When our Board adopts the budget in
April, we will be investing in our
community’s priorities. The budget we

adopt must be balanced and
cannot include a deficit. As in
past years, it is critical to have
the community at the table
with us as we consider fund-
ing decisions and I look for-
ward to working with my col-
leagues and constituents
through another community
engagement process.

A number of things will hap-
pen in Fairfax County during 2011 in
addition to adopting the budget — some
Supervisor districts will change, 13,000
Defense employees will move to Ft.
Belvoir, and state and local elections will
take place.

In addition to these items, I will be
working toward achieving several goals
for the year ahead. These goals deal with
growth and redevelopment, energy effi-
ciency, and sustainability, economic de-
velopment, and transportation.

Fairfax County’s future is in redevel-
opment. As Fairfax County continues to
grow, it is important that we get it right
by encouraging growth where it can be
supported by mass transit in compact,
walkable mixed use developments. This
will allow growth to happen in a way that
protects the environment, our older
stable neighborhoods and offers another
life style choice that is desirable for our
residents through all chapters of life.

Our vision for transforming Tysons is
a model for future smart growth in
Fairfax County. Look for development to
advance during the next year (as a re-
sult of Comprehensive Plan changes in
Tysons, Merrifield, Springfield and other

Priorities for 2011

See Priorities,  Page 11

See Letter,  Page 11
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….703 765-8255

 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODIST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

Letters

Get Involved
In School Budget
To the Editor:

Recently, Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) Superintendent
Jack Dale presented the School
Board with his proposal for next
year’s budget. The proposed $2.2
billion budget outlines programs
and services for our growing and
increasingly diverse student popu-
lation. It also includes funds to
give eligible employees a step in-
crease and a market scale adjust-
ment after two years without any
increase in compensation.

Our population will grow by a
projected 2,120 students next year.
We project that in 2012, one in
four students will be eligible for
free and reduced-price meals, a
federal indicator of poverty —
making that the fastest growing
segment of our population. We
expect to see a 15 percent increase
in the number of students whose
first language is not English. There
will be increased costs to comply
with the mandated online testing
requirement for all students tak-
ing the Virginia Standards of
Learning (SOL) tests.

We cannot meet the needs of our
staff and students without ad-

equate resources. That is why Su-
perintendent Dale has included in
his proposal a request to the Board
of Supervisors for an increase of 3
percent, or $48.8 million, in the
transfer of funds over the FY 2011
level. This reflects a realistic set
of needs.

Difficult times require difficult
choices. The Fairfax County School
Board has shown great fiscal re-
sponsibility during tough eco-
nomic times. In the past three
years (FY 2009-FY2011), FCPS
took reductions and cost avoid-
ances totaling more than $465
million and eliminated more than
1,400 positions.

It is time now to compensate our
employees for their outstanding
work that has kept FCPS a leader
in student achievement. Addition-
ally, our starting teacher salaries
have declined over the last two
years and we need to bring those
salaries up so we can continue to
attract the most qualified teachers
to our classrooms and remain
competitive with neighboring ju-
risdictions.

Now the School Board needs to
hear from you as we consider the
superintendent’s proposal over the
next few weeks, then move to
adopt the advertised budget on
Feb. 3. Here’s what you can do to

get involved. First, learn more
about the budget by visiting
www.fcps.edu where you’ll find
extensive details on all aspects of
the budget and the process. Sec-
ond, sign up to speak at our pub-
lic hearing on Jan. 24-25. Third,
attend the School Board’s Budget
Forum to be held on Saturday, Feb.
26, at Falls Church High School.

We are a successful school sys-
tem, and our success draws busi-
ness to the area, making a major
contribution to the economic en-
gine of the community.  Public
education in Fairfax County is a
source of pride and honor and
should remain that way. We need
the continued support and in-
volvement of citizens to ensure
that it does.

Kathy Smith, Chairman,
Fairfax County School Board

Write
The Gazette welcomes views on

any public issue. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette

1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-778-9410.

By e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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✻          ✻          ✻

Scriptorium  703.549.2880
309-C Cameron Street • Alexandria

10:30 - 5:30                                     Mon - Sat

✻          ✻          ✻

Scriptorium  703.549.2880
309-C Cameron Street • Alexandria

10:30 - 5:30                                     Mon - Sat

SCRIPTORIUM  SALE  THRU  MARCH  26th

Crane’s • Kate Spade • Vera Wang
William Arthur • Martha Stewart
Crane’s • Kate Spade • Vera Wang

William Arthur • Martha Stewart

Wedding invitations and
personalized stationery from:

SCRIPTORIUM  SALE  THRU  MARCH  26th

Wedding invitations and
personalized stationery from:

redeveloping parts of the
county) that will contribute to that
vision.

In 2011, I will make encourag-
ing innovation and collaboration
for energy that is clean, efficient,
sustainable, secure and reliable a
priority. Energy efficiency is criti-
cal for industry to remain competi-
tive in Fairfax County. It is also the
right thing to do. In November I
began plans for a Private Sector
Energy Task Force that will work
with our county staff and my of-
fice to identify strategies to real-
ize progress toward meeting our
energy goals.

 In addition to clean energy, I
will be working with our corpo-
rate neighbors in identifying and
fostering the emergence of new
industry sectors, such as person-
alized medicine and tourism. To-
gether with our business commu-
nity we can build a new economy
in Fairfax County, and emerge
from the Great Recession stronger
than ever.

And lastly, improving mobility in
Fairfax County that incorporates
multi-modal options for our work-
ers and residents will be a top pri-
ority for 2011. We must continue
to plan for and invest in pedestrian
and bike routes, light rail, Metro,
and the VRE, and ensure they con-
nect to offer efficient mobility op-
tions.

Fairfax County offers a great
quality of life. The most important
ingredient in making that happen
is the positive engagement of our
community. I extend my warmest
wishes for the year ahead as we
work together to realize its prom-
ise.

Priorities

Opinion

From Page 8

yet taken a position one way or
the other concerning Westgrove
PACK’s OLDA proposal. In this re-
gard, I note that she has openly
asked numerous pointed ques-
tions of Westgrove Park OLDA sup-
porters. However, I wonder how
many questions she has asked of
OLDA opponents, what those
questions were and what the re-
sponses were. It would be helpful
to know.

The OLDA proposal of
Westgrove PACK is reasonable and
environmentally friendly. It will
create a needed asset in our com-
munity. The FCPA should enact an
appropriate resolution creating an
interim OLDA at Westgrove Park
as soon as possible.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

From Page 8

Letter

703-778-9410

Reach Your Community

You Can Have a Successful
Advertising Program that

Your Advertising Budget.
FitsInto

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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703-360-6300 Tom Pleimling

Beautiful split level! Freshly painted and wood
floors refinished. Four spacious bedrooms, extra-
large master suite with walk-in closet, full bath
and sliding glass doors to private deck. Gorgeous
level back yard which can be enjoyed while sit-
ting on the huge brick patio. Conveniently located
near the G.W. Parkway. Dir.: G.W. Pkwy. S, R
Stratford La., L Camden St., R Wittington Blvd., L
Yardley Dr. to 8705.
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Alex South/Stratford Landing $559,900

www.talk2tom.com
Copyright 2010 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc. Visit www.mris.com.

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ........ Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
6202 FORT HUNT RD ................... 4 ... 3 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $2,500,000 ... Detached ....... 1.40 ............................ BELLE HAVEN
8733AND 8737 PLYMOUTH RD ... 6 ... 4 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,600,000 ... Detached ....... 0.96 ................... PLYMOUTH HAVEN
2210 WINDSOR RD ...................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,497,125 ... Detached ....... 0.28 ............................ BELLE HAVEN
9056 TOWER HOUSE PL .............. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,050,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 ... RIVERVIEW AT MOUNT VERNO
8059 FAIRFAX RD ......................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $995,860 ... Detached ....... 0.16 ............................ HOLLIN HALL
9493 LYNNHALL PL ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $935,000 ... Detached ....... 0.38 ..................................... OXFORD
6202 HILL VALE PL ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $820,000 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ............................ BELLE HAVEN
3618 OLD VERNON CT ................. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $810,000 ... Detached ....... 0.48 .................... PETITTS LANDING
7115 COLGATE DR ....................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $689,500 ... Detached ....... 0.25 ............................ HOLLIN GLEN
8719 HIGHGATE RD ..................... 5 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $680,000 ... Detached ....... 0.46 .............. STRATFORD LANDING
1900 SWORD LN .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $652,500 ... Detached ....... 0.21 .... STRATFORD ON THE POTOMAC
7118 DEVONSHIRE RD ................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $645,000 ... Detached ....... 0.48 ............................. WHITE OAKS
9335 BRAMBLY LN ....................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $643,000 ... Detached ....... 0.80 ................. MT VERNON GROVE
1808 HACKAMORE LN ................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $620,000 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ............... RIVERSIDE GARDENS
8710 CAMDEN ST ......................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $595,000 ... Detached ....... 0.27 .............. STRATFORD LANDING
6311 OLDE TOWNE CT ................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $555,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.08 ......... OLDE BELHAVEN TOWNE
8704 WATERFORD RD .................. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $555,000 ... Detached ....... 0.24 .............. STRATFORD LANDING
7705 ELBA RD .............................. 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $545,000 ... Detached ....... 0.33 ........................... HOLLIN HILLS
4003 SULGRAVE DR ..................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $530,000 ... Detached ....... 0.72 ................... SULGRAVE MANOR
1904 SWORD LN .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $520,000 ... Detached ....... 0.20 .... STRATFORD ON THE POTOMAC
8709 GATESHEAD RD .................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $520,000 ... Detached ....... 0.35 ................ MT VERNON MANOR
2081 HARDBOWER WAY .............. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $499,990 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 ........... HUNTINGTON RESERVE
3427 RAMSGATE TER ................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $485,000 ... Detached ....... 0.27 ................ RIVERSIDE TERRACE
8232 CENTRAL AVE ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $470,000 ... Detached ....... 0.09 .................... VERNON HEIGHTS
5117 POLE RD .............................. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $470,000 ... Detached ....... 0.50 .................. WOODLAWN ACRES
4102 SULGRAVE DR ..................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $469,000 ... Detached ....... 0.50 ................... SULGRAVE MANOR
2608 CULPEPER RD...................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $459,000 ... Detached ....... 0.67 .............. STRATFORD LANDING
2403 SHERWOOD HALL LN ......... 5 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $450,000 ... Detached ....... 0.29 ................ SHERWOOD FOREST
5901 MOUNT EAGLE DR #1108 ...... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $445,000 ... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ..............................MONTEBELLO
8827 CAMFIELD DR...................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $445,000 ... Detached ....... 0.28 .................... POTOMAC VALLEY
7908 BAYBERRY DR ..................... 3 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $439,000 ... Detached ....... 0.24 ..................... SHERWOOD HALL
3305 BATTERSEA LN .................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $432,000 ... Detached ....... 0.34 .................. RIVERSIDE ESTATES
7024 COVENTRY RD ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $430,000 ... Detached ....... 0.39 ............................. WHITE OAKS
3744 MARY EVELYN WAY ............. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $420,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 .................... VERNON HEIGHTS
8015 BAINBRIDGE RD .................. 3 ... 1 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $410,000 ... Detached ....... 0.26 ............. HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE
3748 MARY EVELYN WAY ............. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $410,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .................... VERNON HEIGHTS
5836 BERKSHIRE CT .................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $407,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.08 ...................... BERKSHIRE EAST
5948 BERKSHIRE CT .................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $400,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.04 ...................... BERKSHIRE EAST
4515 LANTERN PL ........................ 5 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $395,000 ... Detached ....... 0.28 ....................... STONEYBROOKE
3734 MARY EVELYN WAY ............. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $394,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.05 .................... VERNON HEIGHTS
3408 BLUE MALLARD LNDG ........ 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $392,500 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .... GROVE AT HUNTLEY MEADOWS
2824 FRANKLIN ST ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $390,000 ... Detached ....... 0.59 ................................... FAIRVIEW
3311 BEECHCLIFF DR .................. 3 ... 2 ... 2 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $389,900 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 ............................ HOLLY ACRES
2783 CARTER FARM CT ............... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $388,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.06 .... HUNTINGTON AT MT VERNON
7547 GREAT SWAN CT ................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $384,000 ... Townhouse .... 0.03 .... STRATFORD ON THE POTOMAC
7816 FRANCES DR ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $380,000 ... Detached ....... 0.77 .............. HYBLA VALLEY FARMS
8650 MOUNT VERNON HWY ....... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ... ALEXANDRIA ..... $370,000 ... Detached ....... 0.43 ............MOUNT VERNON HILLS

In December 2010, 156 homes sold between $2,500,000-$55,000
 in the Mount Vernon area.

This week’s list represents those homes sold in the $2,500,000-$370,000 range.
For the complete list, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Home Sales
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

3 Local Theaters Draw 38 Nods
Nine shows vie for Washington Area Theatre Community Honors.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

N
ominations for the annual Wash-
ington Area Theatre Community
Honors, known as the WATCH

awards, were announced Sunday evening
at the Birchmere in Alexandria. Thirty-one
community theater companies in Virginia,
Washington and Maryland participate in the
program, and work at 24 of them was nomi-
nated this year. This included work at the
Little Theatre of Alexandria, the Arlington
Players and Dominion Stage with a total of
38 nominations for work on nine shows, five
of which were musicals.

Leading the list with 16 nominations for
work in three shows was the Little Theatre
of Alexandria where the musical “Chicago”
drew 10 nominations including outstand-
ing musical, direction of a musical (Susan
Devine), music direction (Paul Nasto), cho-
reography (Amy Carson), and properties
design (Betty Dolan and Leslie Reed). Hus-
band and wife team Ken and Patti Crowley
drew one of their three nominations for
outstanding light design for “Chicago.” They
were also nominated for the play “Play It
Again, Sam” at the Little Theatre of Alex-
andria and “Frankenstein” at the Prince
William Little Theatre.

The cast of “Chicago” was honored with
four nominations. Andy Izquierdo drew one
of his two nominations as outstanding lead
actor in a musical as sleazy defense lawyer
Billy Flynn. Both of “Chicago’s” two “scin-
tillating sinners,” Bethany Blakey and Jor-
dan Hougham, were nominated for out-
standing lead actress in a musical, and John
Keeling was nominated for featured actor
in a musical for his work as the always ig-
nored Amos Hart.

Also nominated for work at LTA were
Kathy Dodson and Chris Macey for costume
design and Paul Morton for hair design for
“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” and Phillip
Campbell and Patty Greksouk for proper-
ties, Russell Wyland for set decoration and
Buffy Mechling for set painting, all for the
play “Nude With Violin.”

Two Arlington Companies had work on
a total of five shows recognized with some
22 nominations between them. The Ar-
lington Players’ musicals “The Producers,”
with eight nominations, and “Cabaret,”

Andy Izquierdo,  as “Billy Flynn” in the Little Theatre of Alexandria’s
“Chicago,” one of two roles that earned him nominations for the Out-
standing Lead Actor in a Musical award in this year’s round of Washing-
ton Area Theatre Community Honors.

with six, had multiple design nomina-
tions, and “The Producers” is in the run-
ning for outstanding musical. Andy
Izquierdo will be competing with himself
as he was nominated in the same category,
outstanding lead actor in a musical, for
both “Cabaret” at the Arlington Players
and for “Chicago” at the Little Theatre of
Alexandria.

Other “Cabaret” nominees included cho-
reographer Jeremy A. McShan, sound de-
signer Keith Bell, set designer Dave
Means, set construction chief Amanda
Acker and hair designer J. Arthur Rodger.
“The Producers” drew an outstanding fea-
tured actress nomination for Anne Marie
Pinto who played the seductive secretary
Ulla, and Mark Hidalgo was nominated
for his cameo the Lead Stormtrooper.
Other nominations for “The Producers”
went to choreographer John Monnett,
costume designer Barbara Esquibel,
makeup designer Xandra Weaver, set
painter Jared Davis and the construction

crew of Peter Finkel and Bill Wisniewski.
Michael Kharfen was nominated for the

Outstanding Lead Actor in a Play award for
his starring role as the composer Antonio
Salieri who was driven mad by the genius
of Mozart in the Arlington Players’
“Amadeus.”

Two of Dominion Stage’s musicals this
year had seven nominations between them.
Jeffrey S. Auerbach was nominated for his
lighting designs for both “Altar Boyz” and
“Reefer Madness” and, in partnership with
David Moretti, for outstanding special ef-
fects for the later. Tom Flatt, who was
frankly hysterical as The Lecturer in “Reefer
Madness,” was nominated as lead actor in
a musical and nominations also went to
choreographer Catherine Oh, costume de-
signer Jacquin Pierce Allen and  set painter
Jared Davis, who was also nominated for
his painting for The Arlington Players “The
Producers.”

The winners will be announced at a gala
banquet on March 6 at the Birchmere.

Restaurant Week
Is January 21-30

A
lexandria Restaurant Week is
back, Jan. 21-30. More than
60 restaurants throughout the

city will feature a $35 prix-fixe three-
course dinner or $35 dinner for two.
Fine dining establishments and casual
neighborhood favorites are offering spe-
cial menus to tempt the palate and
please the pocketbook with offers avail-
able exclusively during this twice-a-year
event. Restaurant Week menus and
online reservations are available now
on VisitAlexandriaVA.com.

During this winter event diners can
indulge in some of the latest food
trends. Fresh, locally sourced ingredi-
ents are central to the menus of Bastille
in Old Town and Food Matters in the
Cameron Station neighborhood. The
handcrafted, artisanal experience of
Cheesetique in Del Ray and Grape +
Bean in Old Town keeps regulars com-
ing back for more. Alexandria’s new
gourmet pizza scene is piping hot dur-
ing Restaurant Week with menus from
Pizzeria Paradiso, RedRocks Pizza
Napoletana, Pizzeria Venti, and
Pizzaiolo Cafe & Bar.

Unique menus and offers include Piz-
zeria Paradiso’s special winter-inspired
pizza with roasted duck and aged Dutch
Gouda paired with two hand-selected
seasonal draft beers. Tempo is offering
a bottle of house wine for only $10 with
the purchase of two meals from the
Restaurant Week menu. Geranio’s
menu includes four courses for $35,
while La Tasca’s $35 per person deal
includes unlimited tapas and choice of
one dessert per guest. A $35 Old Town
food tour is offered by the Alexandria-
based DC Metro Food Tours, which in-
cludes a three-course progressive meal
at two favorite restaurants and a his-
toric walking tour of Old Town.

Food lovers can feast their eyes on a
participants at VisitAlexandriaVA.com.
The list includes OpenTable Diner’s
Choice Winners La Bergerie, A la Lucia,
Delia’s Mediterranean Grill & Brick
Oven Pizza, Warehouse Bar & Grill, and
The Wharf, while Hank’s Oyster Bar, Co-
lumbia Firehouse, and Sam Phao Thai
enjoy popular ratings on Yelp.com.

T
he region’s most anticipated bar-
gain shopping event is coming back
to Alexandria on Saturday, Feb. 5,

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial. Fine boutiques
from Virginia and Washington will come
together under one roof for their annual,
one-day clearance sale.

“This is a once-a-year chance to find great
boutique fashions, jewelry, and home goods
at prices up to 70 percent off retail,” said
sale organizer Elizabeth Todd.

The annual event started in 2005 and has
attracted a large and loyal following to the
George Washington Masonic Memorial’s

Old Town Boutique Clearance Sale Is Feb. 5
banquet hall near the King Street Metro Sta-
tion.

 “We have people who drive from far away
every year just for this sale,” said Todd,
whose women’s shoe and accessories store,
The Shoe Hive, is one of the annual partici-
pants along with Treat, Red Barn Mercan-
tile, Apple Seed Maternity & Baby, Hyste-
ria, and Periwinkle.

More recent additions to the sale include
La Cuisine, a purveyor of kitchen accesso-
ries, upscale consigner Diva, children’s
clothier Pink & Brown, and children’s linen
boutique Finnian’s Moon.

Jewelry and accessories will be popular

items at this year’s sale, with sellers includ-
ing Fornash, Top It Off, Queen Bee Designs,
Lawrence Miller & Company, Stanton Gal-
lery, and Andrea Ambrosia.

The sale opens at 9 a.m. and closes at 4
p.m., although eager shoppers have been
known to line up long before the doors
open. The location at the Masonic Memo-
rial affords quantities of both inside wait-
ing area and on-site parking. It’s accessible
by Metro’s Blue and Yellow lines — on
Callahan Street across from Alexandria’s
Union Station.

For more information on the sale, log onto
OldTownBoutiqueDistrict.com.



16  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  January 20-26, 2011 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

7601 Fordson Road, Alexandria, VA  •  For menu, visit  www.mammaskitchenva.com

Greek
Italian

American

Directions: South on Richmond Hwy. Right on Fordson Road at entrance to Mount Vernon Plaza, continue
bearing right to stay on Fordson. Mamma’s is beside McDonald’s and opposite Duron Paint.

Dine In or Call Ahead for Lunch Express Specials

571-312-6690 Bring in this lunch coupon & get one free soda with your express order! Expires 1/31/11

Served between 11am and 3pm ~ Monday –Friday
Choose any item below for

LUNCH EXPRESS
SALADS
$6.99

Tuna Village Salad
Mixed greens with Fried Feta
Mediterrean Chicken Salad

• Personal pizza
  (pepperoni/sausage or veggie)
• Soup & House salad
• House salad/grilled chicken
• Grilled cheese sandwich/Soup
• Hamburger & Fries
• Baked rigatoni/garlic bread
• Steak & cheese/Fries
• Tuna melt
• Original Gyros/Fries

$6.75

A Spirited ‘Oliver’ Opens
At the Little Theatre
Adults Baker and Rohm sparkle along with youngsters.

Where & When:
“Oliver” continues through Feb. 5 at the Little The-

atre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe Street. Performances are
Wednesday -  Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $17 - $20. Call 703-683-0496 or log on to
www.thelittletheatre.com.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

E
very good production of Lionel Bart’s

musical version of Dickens’ “Oliver
Twist” amazes once again as a series of light-

hearted, high-spirited English music-hall style songs
make a bright and even frothy evening out of a tale of
murder, child abuse, theft and the mistreatment of or-
phan children. The Little Theatre of Alexandria has just
opened a very good production and once again, audi-
ences are leaving the theater with a smile on their faces
and lively tunes on their lips after the misogynist Bill
Sykes has killed the lovely Nancy causing the pick-
pocket king Fagan to retire from his life-long practice
of exploiting or-
phans in the slums
of London. Go fig-
ure!

Of course, it helps
that the role of
Fagan, that felon
with a heart of gold
to match his love of
gems and precious
metals, is in the capable hands of Mike Baker, Jr. who
seems at every moment to be having the time of his life
playing comic bits with his one-dozen young followers
and singing out “(You’ve Got To) Pick A Pocket or Two,”
“Be Back Soon” and that classic comic routine “Review-
ing the Situation.”

The co-starring adult role, that of the barmaid un-
fortunately in love with a murderous thug, is played
nicely and sung gloriously by Maureen Rohn in her
first Little Theatre musical. While she helps contribute
to the music-hall gayety in the second act opener “Oom-
Pah-Pah,” it is the two times she takes the show away
from frivolity to deliver the torch song “As Long As He
Needs Me” that impress the most. The first time she
belts out the song, sitting alone in a circle of light pro-
vided by designers Ken and Patti Crowley, is a high-
light. The second time, a reprise sung standing against
the proscenium in a tighter spotlight, is even more af-
fecting.

Sixth-grader James Woods is both cute and charm-
ing in the title role of the penniless young orphan who
turns out to be the scion of a wealthy family after all,
and seventh-grader Ben Cherington ads zip in his move-

ments as the older member of Fagan’s gang, living up
to his character’s moniker “The Artful Dodger.”

Some of the smaller supporting roles get notable
performances. Will Monahan is particularly good as the
elderly gentleman who turns out to be Oliver’s grand-
father. Jeffrey Clarke and Mary Ayala-Bush throw them-
selves into the high comedy roles of the operators of
the orphanage and Paul Caffrey presents an evil pres-
ence as the murderous Bill Sykes.

Director Roland Branford Gomez has assembled a
cast of no fewer than 19 adults and 14 youngsters (from
age about 7 to mid-teens) and then given each all the
direction needed so that every one of them knows ex-
actly what they are expected to do each moment they
are on stage. This is often a failing of large community

theater productions,
which are marred by
moments of distraction
as one or more cast
member stands obvi-
ously self conscious on
the stage waiting awk-
wardly for his or her
next cue. No such dis-
tractions interrupt the

concentration on the story and songs in this show.
What is more, Gomez directs each scene with a zip

that is often missing from community theatre musi-
cals. He keeps the focus on the unfolding story while
matching the spoken scenes to the pace of the songs so
that there is a flow that isn’t even interrupted by the
multiple location changes required by Bart’s 12 scene
script. Part of the credit for that must go to set design-
ers Erin Cumbo and John Downing.

Music Director Mark V. Deal gets each cast member to
sing out with gusto even when they lack the ability to hit
each note on key. There’s such a feeling of commitment in
each solo and such power in the ensemble numbers that
all of the songs — from the opening “Food Glorious Food”
to the finale’s reprise of “Consider Yourself (One of Us)” fill
the hall and carry the audience along. A well-designed
and operated sound system amplifies some of the voices
without drawing attention to itself while sound designer
David Correia helps with scene changes by providing at-
mospheric sound effects establishing the new location even
before the lights come up. A 13-member orchestra is hid-
den from view but provides solid support and some nicely
executed figures.

Theater
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Restaurant
Français

and
Bar

Brunch
        &  Dinner

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
for

�
10 East Glebe Road

Alexandria, Virginia 22305
Chezandree.com

703.836.1404

Lunch
Sunday and Tues-Fri

Dinner
Sunday Thru Saturday

Wednesday Nites
All Bottled Wine

Half Off

�
Book Your Next Party
in Our Private Room

Great Rates Available

Entertainment

EVERY FRIDAY
Grown & Sexy Happy Hour

and Comedy Show. 7 p.m.
to 2 a.m. Hosted by comedian
Ed Blaze. Ladies free until 9
p.m. Men $10/$15. At Weyone
Lounge, 5801 Duke St. # E100,
Alexandria, located in the back
of Landmark Mall. Call 202-
321-0867.

NOW THROUGH MARCH 16
Shakespeare Shenanigans!

Wednesdays 11:30-1 p.m. At
the Little Theatre of Alexandria
in Old Town. Geared for the
older adult, participants will
discuss, read, and perform
scenes from Shakespeare. Non
actors welcome. Email Heather
Sanderson at
bardsplay@aol.com or call the
Little Theatre at 703-683-5778,
ext. 2.

THURSDAY/JAN. 20
Floral Designs for

Entertaining. 10 a.m. Free.
Presentation by Marianne
Raub, of Helen Olivia Florist,
Alexandria, on creating floral designs
for entertaining in your home.
Sponsored by the Garden Club of
Waynewood. Fellowship Hall of
Plymouth Haven Baptist Church,
8523 Forth Hunt Road, Alexandria.
Call 703-549-4245.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. Great Books
Discussion Group Meeting on
“Hekabe,” a play by Euripides. At the
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke Street,
Alexandria. Contact Bill Scouton at
703-931-3559.

“Measure for Measure.” 7:30 p.m.
Free. Performed by the American
Shakespeare Center. At Pendleton
Hall, Episcopal High School, 3900 W.
Braddock Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org or call
703-933-4135.

FRIDAY/JAN. 21
Swing Dance. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Third

Friday with the Mount Vernon Swing
Band. At Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road, Mount
Vernon. Cost is $4. Call 703-765-
4573.

Premiere Concert - The Modern
Dance Society of T.C. Williams.
7 p.m. Free. At the T.C. Williams
auditorium, 3330 King Street,
Alexandria.

JAN. 21 TO JAN. 30
Alexandria Restaurant Week. 60

restaurants offer a $35 prix-fixe
three-course dinner or a $35 dinner
for two. The event features fresh food
trends, neighborhood finds, and

OpenTable Diner’s Choice Winners.
Participating restaurants include
Bastille, La Bergerie, Cheesetique,
Pizzeria Paradiso, Tempo, A la Lucia,
Columbia Firehouse, Hank’s Oyster
Bar, Delia’s Mediterranean Grill &
Brick Oven Pizza and more. 703-746-
3301. Menus and online reservations
on VisitAlexandriaVA.com

SATURDAY/JAN. 22
Speak Up for a Child. 11 a.m. to 12

noon. Fairfax Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA) is hosting
an information session. At the John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive, Alexandria. If you would like
to learn more about advocating for
abused or neglected children, call
703-273-3526, x22 or email
ekosarin@casafairfax.org for more
information.

Youth Art Symposium. 2 to 5:30
p.m. Free. Explore different forms of
visual and performing arts including
dancing, stepping, drama, drawing,
painting and candy making.
Presented by - The Northern Virginia
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. At the Charles
Houston Recreation Center, 901
Wythe Street, Alexandria. Contact
Celena Noel at
celenanoel@gmail.com

Pinewood Derby Workshop. 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Old Town Hardware will be
holding its third-annual Pinewood
Derby Workshop. Cub Scouts are
invited to bring their Pinewood
Derby cars to the store to have
craftsman Jesse Cathell rough cut

their designs. Scouts are
required to have the car design
traced on their cars. There will
be sanders and hand tools
available for the Scouts to
perform additional work on
their cars.

SUNDAY/JAN. 23
First Communion Open
House. 1 to 5 p.m. Browse a
large in-stock selection of
dresses, suits, shoes, accessories
and gifts. At Monday’s Child,
218 N. Lee St., Alexandria. Call
703-548-3505.
Tauxemont Cooperative
Preschool Open House. 1 -
3 p.m. Great opportunity to
meet the teachers, other
parents, tour the grounds, play
on the playground. Tauxemont
Cooperative Preschool, 7719
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria.
Visit  http://tauxemont.org.

JAN. 23 TO MARCH 27
Brit Wit! Sundays 5-7 p.m. At
the Little Theatre of Alexandria
in Old Town. Fans of British
humor with a longing to
perform the Dead Parrot sketch

from Monty Python’s
Flying Circus will
explore the unique
style of British
comedy in this class
which is bound to
tickle your fancy!
Class size is limited to
12 and will conclude
with an end session
performance for
family and friends.
(British dialects
optional!) To register,
call the business office
at 703-683-5778, ext.
2.

TUESDAY/JAN. 25
Fiber Artist
Lecture. 12:30 p.m.
Free. Northern
Virginia’s Diane
Herbort will visit
Mount Vernon
Quilters Unlimited to
present a lecture
entitled “And
Somehow I Ended up
as a Fiber Artist.”

MVQU meets at Hollin Hall Senior
Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria. Contact:
MVQUPresident@gmail.com.

“Oliver” Benefit Performance. 8
p.m. Sponsored by the Board of Lady
Managers of Inova Alexandria
Hospital, with proceeds to benefit the
hospital’s Surgical Services. Tickets
are $25, $45, and $65 and include
Desserts at intermission. At the Little
Theatre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-9485.

Computer Lab Open House. 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Meet class instructors
including our “One-on-One”
Volunteer, learn about the class
curriculum, find out about upcoming
classes, check out the web page and
FaceBook page! At Hollin Hall Senior
Center,1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria. Call 703-765-4573.

Auditions. 6:45 p.m. The Alexandria
Singers, the area’s premier pops
chorus, are holding auditions for all
voice parts. At the Lincolnia Center,
4710 N Chambliss St., Alexandria.
Email
audition@alexandriasingers.com to
arrange an audition, and visit
alexandriasingers.com or call 703-
941-SING (7464).

THURSDAY/JAN. 27
“9500 Liberty” Film. 6:30 p.m. Free.

Showing of the documentary film
about illegal immigration with
special guest, film producer Eric
Byler, who will host a discussion
after the film. AT VCU’s Northern
Virginia School of Social Work, 6295
Edsall Road, Suite 210, Alexandria.

Nutrition Talk. 6 to 8 p.m. With
health expert Trish Fortune, the
founder and president of
Extraordinary You. At The Full Cup,
218 N. Lee St. #206, Alexandria.
Space is limited. RSVP to
lindsey@thefullcup.com.

Pope-Leighey House Lecture
Series. 7 to 9 p.m. “William
Thornton and the Creation of the
American Architecture.” This talk will
examine the designs of Dr. William
Thornton (1759-1828) and some of
the themes in his architecture, along
with a comparison to the work of
Frank Lloyd Wright and the Pope-
Leighey House. Admission is $25. At
The Lyceum, 201 South Washington
Street, Alexandria. Respond to 703-
780-4000 extension 26321 or
woodlawnRSVP@nthp.org.

TUESDAY/FEB. 1
National Chamber Players. 7:30

p.m. Free. With guest artist Rohan de
Silva. At Pendleton Hall, Ainslie Arts
Center, Episcopal High School, 3900
W. Braddock Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org or call
703-933-4135.

“The Enduring Legacy of the

Harlem Renaissance.” 1 p.m.
Free. Art, poetry, music and key
figures from this period. Hosted by
the Hollin Hall Senior Center. At
1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.
Contact Lee Maguire at 703-765-
4573.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 2
Baseball Talk. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. The

Friends of Duncan Library will host a
talk by Michael Green and Roger
Launius to introduce their book
Charlie Finley: The Outrageous Story
of Baseball’s Super Showman.  As
sports fans, they run a website
(charliefinleybook.com) and have
written a book about Charlie Finley,
the colorful figure who bought the
Kansas City Athletics 50 years ago
and as owner-manager helped
transform major-league baseball. At
The Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.
Call 703-746-1705.

Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m.
Admission is $6. DJ Dance Party with
DJ Dabe Murphy. At Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St.,
Alexandria.

FEB. 4, 5, 11, 12
“The Elixir of Love.” 8 p.m. Opera

presented by the Repertory Opera
Theater of Washington. Conducted
by Christopher J. Redden-Liotta;
directed by Jennifer Randall; sung in
Italian, with English supertitles. At
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, 3606
Seminary Road, Alexandria. Call 571-
403-0814 or
www.repertoryoperadc.org.

SATURDAY/FEB. 5
Country Western Dance. 7:30 p.m.

line dancing; 8:30-11 p.m. dancing.
Scotty and Lynne Inman will teach an
advanced beginner West Coast Swing
lesson at 8 p.m. Includes Two Step,
Waltz, line, Swing, Cha Cha, and
specialty dances. Sponsored by the
Northern Virginia Country Western
Dance Association. At Luther Jackson
Middle School, 3020 Gallow Road,
Falls Church. Visit www.nvcwda.org
or call the hot line 703-860-4941.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 9
Chilean Wine Tasting. 7:30 to 9:30

p.m. Tickets are $25. At the Lee-
Fendall House Museum & Garden,
614 Oronco St., Alexandria. Call 703-
548-1789. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

FEB. 12-20
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

Performances are Feb. 12, 18 and 19
at 7:30 p.m.; and Feb. 13 and 20 at 3
p.m. Presented by Mount Vernon
Community Children’s Theater. At
Heritage Presbyterian Church, 8503
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria.

SATURDAY/FEB. 12
Countertenor Thomas Fallon. 8

p.m. Mozart/Rossini arias and
Dvorak. Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra welcomes Thomas Fallon
for evening of vocal selections. At the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 3001 N. Beauregard
St., Alexandria. Visit www.alex
sym.org. Call 703-548-0885.

SUNDAY/FEB. 13
Seeds of Independence Program. 2

p.m. Oral History Film Premiere:
Segregation & Civil Rights: Mason
Neck, Black & White, 1950-1970.
Talk by Juan Williams, Civil Rights
scholar and author, journalist and
commentator for FOX News.
Suggested donation: $9/adults; $8/
seniors. At Gunston Hall Visitors’
Center, 10709 Gunston Road, Mason
Neck. Call 703-550-9220.

Valentine Tea. 1 p.m. Cost is $30/
person. Tea and tour of Woodlawn.
Tea, finger sandwiches, breads, and
desserts with harp music played by
Chris Van Dyke. Call 703-780-4000,
ext. 26333. Visit  woodlawn1805.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 29
Civil War Ball. 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. Cost is $45/advance; $50/

door. Period attire either in civilian or military. In preparation
for the ball, Civil War-era dance classes will be offered at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on
Thursdays, Jan. 13, 20, and 27. Dance instruction will include
the waltz, polka, Virginia reel, and more!  Classes are $12
each or $30 for the series. Call 703-838-4242. Online tickets
are available under “Shop” at www.gadsbystavern.org. At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street, Old Town
Alexandria.

SATURDAY/JAN. 29
Irish Singers Aoife Clancy and Robbie

O’Connell. 8 p.m. An evening of music that
ranges from traditional Irish songs to ballads
and contemporary folk. Tickets are $22
advance, $25 door. Reservations can be made
at www.sunspotpro.com or by calling 800-
404-9049. At The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St., Alexandria.

If you do not get
The Mount Vernon
Gazette delivered to
your home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now available for
the first time with
timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six
months.
Help us meet the costs of
providing first-rate commu-
nity journalism on news-
print to your household.

Call 703-778-9426
(or -9427)
or e-mail

circulation@
connection

newspapers.com
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T
he hallway outside the au-
ditorium of Carl Sandburg
Middle School on Mon-

day, Jan. 10, was a flurry of mo-
tion as students and their parents
arrived for the first night of audi-
tions in Mount Vernon Community
Children’s Theatre’s upcoming
production of “Annie!” Perfor-
mances will be held at the Carl
Sandburg Middle School at 8428
Fort Hunt Road on March 25, 26,
27 and April 2 and 3.

For more information visit
www.mvcct.org

Auditioning
For ‘Annie!’

MVCCT board member Laura Marshall greets the
children arriving for auditions on Monday evening. Jerry Gidner waits with his daughters Reiss and Sadie for

the line-up call for the 8 – 18 year olds Annie auditions.
West Potomac student
Hilary Canary.

Ellen Webster waits with
her daughter Linaea.

Maya Brettell looks over a
music score while waiting.

Bob and April Krenke wait with Grace for the audito-
rium doors to open.

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

People

By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

S
allie Hutcheson was thrilled when
she learned about the City of Alex
andria Pipes & Drums (CAPD)
band. A member of the band for

the past two years, she said, “I first saw the
band at the 2008 Scottish Christmas Walk
and was totally impressed with the look,
sound and size of the group … and that they
practiced in Old Town … only minutes from
my home in Mount Vernon.

“I played in a fife and drum corps grow-
ing up in Williamsburg, and pipe band
drumming is very similar, so I was able to
get up to speed fairly quickly. It also helped
that two of the band’s drummers are former
members of the Army’s Old Guard Fife and
Drum Corps so we talk the same drumming
language.”

Sponsored by the City of Alexandria,
CAPD plays a prominent role in the city’s
parades, festivals and benefit events
throughout the year. The band appears

CAPD welcomes recruits at all levels of
experience. Admission to the band as a play-
ing member depends on practice attendance
and skills evaluation by the band’s instruc-
tors. Band practices are held each Thurs-
day from 7-10 p.m. at the Durant Center,
located at 1605 Cameron Street in Alexan-
dria.

Homer Babcock said, “I have been with
the band since the beginning in 1972. Louis
Robert, an Old Town business man, and Peg
Sinclair, head of the Alexandria Tourist
Board, were instrumental in getting city
sponsorship for the band. They saw it as an
added tourist attraction, which is appropri-
ate because the city was founded by Scots.

“In the early days the band numbered
around 12 to 15 members, but membership
has fluctuated over the years. Today’s band
is by far the largest ever. This is largely due
to the efforts of the pipe major, John
Sprague, who stays busy teaching bagpipes.
There has also been increased public aware-
ness of bagpipes due to their ever more fre-
quent use at funerals, particularly for po-
lice and firemen, as after the 9/11 disas-
ter.”

CAPD has performed at many prestigious
venues in the Washington D.C. region. They
performed at the White House for the Presi-
dent of the United States at a Virginia gu-
bernatorial inauguration and at the

President’s Cup golf tournament opening
ceremonies in 2001 and 2005.

In addition to ceremonial appearances,
CAPD maintains a busy competition sched-
ule, appearing from spring to fall at
EUSPBA-sanctioned highland games. The
band currently competes in Grade 4 and has
consistently placed among the top bands in
the Mid Atlantic Region. Competition par-
ticipation is encouraged but not required
of members.

Uniforms and equipment are provided to
members at no charge with the understand-
ing that band property must be properly
cared for and maintained.

Hutcheson added, “In the drum section
we also have music majors, former drum
and bugle and marching band members,
and a CAPD pipe major who’s recently taken
up the snare drum (and loves it). In short,
we’ve got lots of musical experience.

“The drum section is now the largest it’s
been in years with six snare drums, four
tenors and one bass drummer. And this past
year, in addition to learning new drum
music and marching routines, the drum sec-
tion has added bugling to its skill set, at the
encouragement of the pipe major, John
Sprague.”

Gale Curcio is an independent writer and public
relations consultant in Mount Vernon.

Local Drummer Joins Alexandria Pipes and Drums
Band plays prominent
role in annual
community events.

Sallie Hutcheson plays the drum
with the City of Alexandria Pipes
and Drums during last year’s
Scottish Walk Parade.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
G

a
l
e
 
C

u
r
c
i
o

/
T

h
e
 
G

a
z
e
t
t
e

regularly during the summer months at Old
Town Alexandria’s Market Square and on
special occasions at the Carlyle House.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

ACCOUNTANT/BOOKKEEPER
Consulting firm seeking PT account-
ant/Bookkeeper. Must have 3 years 
exp. handling AP/AR, and bank rec, 
produce monthly fins, and YE. Must 
be proficient in Quick Books and 
Excel. 10 to 15 hrs/wk. Currently 
in Tysons,will relo to OT Alex next 
12 months. $25 to $30/hr. Send
re-
sume to info@revparintl.com.

Church Administrator

Mount Vernon Unitarian Church seeks a 
full-time administrator. Major responsi-
bilities include managing church's busi-
ness, administrative and financial af-
fairs, including supervision of custodial, 
property, financial and administrative 

staff. Details at www.mvuc.org.

English/Spanish RECEPTIONIST
F/T entry level position to include light data 
entry.  Must have good interpersonal skills 
and excellent phone manners.  No exp nec.  
Hrs: 10am-6:30pm.  Plse call: 703-370-5790

Home Instead Senior Care

Home Instead Senior Care is the world's most 
trusted source of non-medical home care. We 
are currently hiring for two office positions:

Immediate Live-in for
VA State Licensed CNA 

in the Springfield/FFX/Alex area  

Must drive and have own insured vehicle. 
Salary, medical benefits, 401k and vacation 
bonus.  If you do not drive but are a VA State 
Licensed CAN available for Live-in please 
call Amy Reynolds at 703-750-6644.

Learn a Trade at 
Mount Vernon

Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff to 
work as Historic Trades Interpreters at 
George Washington’s Gristmill, Distillery,  
Pioneer Farm &  Blacksmith  Shop. Help 
tell the story of George Washington the
en-
trepreneur.  Prior interpretive experience 
preferred. Please contact Steve Bashore, 
Manager   of   Historic  Trades  at  

703-799-6805 or by 
e-mail: sbashore@mountvernon.org 

FREE TRAINING AND TUITION
Real Estate Classes Now Forming!

Join our elite team and receive the best training, technology,
and marketing as well as a full package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can work hard for
your clients and produce more business with higher earnings.

Be Your Own Boss Today!!
For free information call Maxine @ 703-836-1464

Respiratory Therapist 

Assist patients who suffer from pul-
monary (breathing) disorders; Per-
form Pulmonary Function Test (PFT) 
on patients with COPD, Asthma and 
other lung disease; Administer Oxy-
gen Therapy if necessary; Analyze 
and perform Arterial Blood Gas 
(ABG) to determine the PH, partial 
pressure of carbon dioxide and oxy-
gen and TH Bicarbonate level. 40 
hrs / wk / Monday-Friday/competi-
tive salary/Bachelor Degree in Res-
piratory Therapy Graduate/2years 
experience/Verifiable character ref-
erences/Please fax resume to Emilia 
Assisted Living Home Inc. at (571) 
251-6214). Job in Alexandria, VA. 

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

12 Commercial Lease

900 SF Office Space 
For Rent

$1,500 per month
6157 Fuller Court, 

Alexandria
Minutes from 395/495/95

Available Immediately
703-922-1777 or 

703-967-5420

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

WANTED: AFFORDABLE 
USED SADDLE. 

to fit Percheron, wide, extra-
wide or draft tree, 18 inch seat 

(17-20 ok) all purpose or 
dressage, synthetic or leather 

is fine. 301-996-5084

29 Misc. for Sale

PINE HUTCH made by
Amish Crafstmen $250.

703-548-6516

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

110 Elderly Care

CAREGIVER
Affordable, reliable care 

for your loved one. In 
their own home, day or 

night, 17 yr s exp,  
owntransportation. 
Refs upon request

Sonia 703-798-3038

FIREWOOD

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

HAULING

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.cconnectionnewspapers.com

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

See Sports Briefs,  Page 21

Mount Vernon Girls
Extend Win Streak to 5

The Mount Vernon girls basketball team defeated Stuart
75-7 on Jan. 12 and Hayfield 58-34 on Jan. 14 to improve
to 11-2, including a 6-0 mark in the National District. The
Majors have won five games in a row.

Against Stuart, Tiffany Webster led Mount Vernon to a
lopsided win with 23 points. Chanel Shannon and Eliza-
beth Owusuwaa both scored 14 points  and Owusuwaa
grabbed 15 rebounds.

Against Hayfield, Kelly Loftus led the way with 17 points
while Webster added 10.

Mount Vernon will host Washington-Lee on Jan. 21.

Mount Vernon
Boys Lose

The Mount Vernon boys basketball team lost to Hayfield
65-52 on Jan. 14, dropping its record to 7-5, including 4-2
in the National District.

The Majors defeated Stuart 50-38 on Jan. 12. Shayne
Michael Murrell led the way for Mount Vernon with 12
points.

West Potomac To Host
Breast Cancer
Awareness Night

The West Potomac boys basketball team will host Lee at
7:30 p.m. on Jan. 21 for Breast Cancer Awareness night to
raise money and awareness for the fight against breast
cancer. The Wolverines are looking for volunteers to help
set up set up the gym for the evening. Contact coach David

Houston at 703-718-2619 for more information.

West Potomac Boys
Basketball Loses

The West Potomac boys basketball team lost to Woodson
75-55 on Jan. 13, dropping the Wolverines’ record to 9-4.

West Potomac Girls
Win, Boys Lose

The West Potomac Wolverine girls swim and dive team
improved its record to 4-2 with a decisive 232-77 victory
over the T. C. Williams Titans on Jan.14 at the George
Washington Recreation Center. The Wolverine girls domi-
nated the Titans, taking first in every event.

In a close contest, the Wolverine boys lost to the Titans
160-151 and their record dropped to 1-5 on the season.
While the West Potomac boys took first in nine of the 12
events, it was the depth of T.C. Williams that made the
difference, gaining valuable points with second-, third-,
and fourth-place finishes.

The Wolverines host the West Springfield Spartans in the
last meet of the regular season for both teams at 6:30 p.m.
on Jan. 21 at the Mount Vernon Recreation Center. It will
be senior night for the Wolverines as they say goodbye to
their 2011 graduates.

The girls had multiple winners of two individual events
including junior Reanna Doña (200Y IM and 100 back),
sophomore Hellen Moffitt (50Y free and 100Y free) and
freshman Sara Bertram (200Y free and 100Y fly). Other
individual event winners included Julia Carney (1M div-
ing), Carolyn Murphy (500Y free) and Maddie Stevens
(100Y breast). The girls also took first in the 200Y medley
relay (Julia Bolger, Lydia Perkins, C. Murphy and Stevens),

200Y free relay (Doña, Maddy Bolger, Moffitt and Bertram)
and the 400Y free relay (Doña, Bertram, M. Bolger and
Moffitt). Bertam achieved two Northern Region champi-
onship qualifying times (200Y free: 1:59.73 and 100Y fly:
1:00.82) while Doña achieved a qualifying time in the 200Y
IM (2:15. 38) and Moffitt achieved a qualifying time in
the 100Y Free (54.66). The girls also turned in a region
qualifying time in the 200Y free relay (1:43.09). Other top-
three individual finishers included Julia Bolger (third in
the 100Y fly and second in the 100Y back), Maddy Bolger
(second in the 50Y free and third in 100Y free), Maddie
Stevens (third in the 200Y IM), Leigh Orleans (third in the
200Y free and second in the 500Y free), Carolyn Murphy
(third in 100Y back), Karley Zdebski (third in the 50Y free),
Kristen McCready (second in 1M diving), Hannah Gwartney
(third in the 500 free), Lydia Perkins (second in 100Y
breast) and Aileen Fagan (third in the 100Y breast).

Senior Mark Mattis and junior Trevor Jenne led the boys,
both finishing with two individual victories. Mattis finished
first in the 200Y free and 500Y free while Jenne earned
victories in the 200Y IM and 100Y breast. Other Wolverine
boys with first-place finishes included senior Nate Jones
(100Y back) and junior Patrick Murphy (100Y fly). The
boys also took first place in all three relays winning the
200Y medley relay (Evan Jenkins, Evan Rajadhyaksha,
Jenne, Spencer Watkins), the 200Y Free Relay (Jack King,
P. Murphy, Mattis, Jones) and the 400Y free relay (King, P.
Murphy, Mattis, Jones). Mattis achieved a Northern Re-
gion championships qualifying time in his 200Y free with
a time of 1:50.30. Other top-three finishes for the boys
included King (second in 50Y free and third in 100Y free),
Jones (second in 100Y free), Jenkins (third in the 100Y
back) and the 200Y free “B” Relay (Max Leonard,
Rajadhyaksha, Niko Knoblauch, Richard Cochran).

Sports Briefs

W
est Potomac High School
will soon begin a new aca-
demic program called
“Stepping It Up.” The pro-

gram is funded through private community
donations and matching funds provided by
the Washington Redskins. The total amount
of the grant is $19,000 and the money will
be used to fund a comprehensive after-
school study hall program designed to bol-
ster student-athletes’ academic skills and
habits and character development, includ-
ing service learning.

The program is run by Athlife, a nonprofit
organization partnering with the Redskins
in the choosing of suitable schools, over-
sight of the program at the school level and
expanding the program into other schools
within the Redskins fan area. The Redskins
call this initiative “Coaches in the Class-
room” and West Potomac is one of five high
schools to receive this funding and assis-
tance.

“The first thing is raising the grade-point
average of the kids,” West Potomac head
football coach Eric Henderson said on Tues-

day. “As we’re finding this year, some of our
star players have marginal grades and that’s
just not getting [an athlete into] today’s
NCAA. They’re raising the requirements in
Division II, where kids who have a marginal
GPA and marginal SAT scores gravitate to-
ward.”

The program will run from 2:30-6 p.m.
Monday through Thursday. The first part of
the program will track the academic
progress of 60 at-risk athletes at West
Potomac. Tracking will include teacher-par-
ent coordination and communication, or-
ganizing the student-athlete for success and
establishing good habits that can enable and

empower West Potomac student-athletes
into college and beyond.

The second part of the program incorpo-
rates lesson modules designed by the coor-
dinator of the program, Dr. Earnest Fingers.
Fingers received a master’s and doctorate

degrees from Michigan State University.
He’s also worked with other non-profits re-
lated to the field.

“Every coach says that we worry about
grades,” Henderson said. “I think we’ve
taken it about five or six steps further.”

The football team and other West Potomac athletic programs have the
chance to benefit from a comprehensive study hall program made pos-
sible, in part, by the Washington Redskins.

Wolverines head football coach
Eric Henderson spoke highly of the
effort West Potomac High School is
putting forth to help its student
athletes.

West Potomac Receives Funding for Study Hall
Redskins, community
donate money to help
student-athletes.
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Monday,
January 24, 2011

One Day Only!

$29
Valid only on January 24, 2011 for new

customers and those who have not
attended Jazzercise in the last 6 months.

Other restrictions may apply.

Mt. Vernon/Alexandria-
703-765-0142

Old Town/Alexandria-
703-786-6583

Per Month for
the First 3 Months
With Joining Fee
& EFT

From Page 20

Sports Briefs

The Wolverines had a number of
significant personal best efforts
during the meet. Bertram dropped
more than 2 seconds in her 200Y
free, Cyrus Adams-Mardi dropped
almost 6 seconds in his 200Y IM
and over 6 seconds in his 500Y
free, Stevens dropped 1 1/2 sec-
onds in her 200Y IM, Kaelin Jack-
son dropped over 3 seconds in her
100Y fly, Jones dropped a 1 1/2
seconds in his 100Y back,
Katherine Rausch dropped more
than 1 second in her 100Y free,
and Jenkins dropped almost 1 sec-
ond in his 100Y back. Other best
times included Cochran (200Y
IM), Knoblauch (50Y free), Emily
Hauptle (50Y free), P. Murphy
(100Y fly), C. Murphy (500Y free)
and Kristen McCready (1M div-
ing).

GYFL All Star
Football Returns

The Northern Virginia Fairfax
County GYFL All Stars is organiz-
ing for a second year. Last year the
GYFL NOVA All Stars went 4-2 in
the inaugural GYFL season which
included All Star teams of rising
seventh- and eighth-graders from
counties like Montgomery, Prince
George’s, Loudoun, Baltimore City,
Washington, D.C. and southern
Maryland.

The league looks to expand this
year and include teams in Anne
Arundel, Howard and other locali-
ties.

The Fairfax NOVA All Stars team
were coached by Eric Henderson,
head football coach at West
Potomac High School and assistant
coaches from West Potomac.

Many of the players from this
team went on to play pivotal roles
on their freshmen or junior varsity
teams.

Some saw time on the varsity
level as freshmen.

The purpose of the GYFL is to
expose players to a higher brand
of football prior to high school and
expose players to all star formats
found in sports such as AAU bas-
ketball and travel league baseball.

The GYFL has partnered with
national vendors such as
Underarmour and USA Football
and the league is underwritten by
several NFL players and other pri-
vate interests. Prospective players
must participate in a combine then
pay a participation fee. Games will
have interactive fan activities and
will give every player a collegiate-
like atmosphere.

Those interested in participating
in the GYFL are encouraged to go
to the Web site
w w w. t h e g y f l . c o m < h t t p : / /
www.thegyfl.com> and sign up
for a mandatory combine testing
in March or April.

Activities reported by the Mt. Vernon
police department through Jan. 14.

ROBBERY
A 43-year-old man was robbed at

knifepoint in the 5800 block of
Monticello Road around 12:36 a.m.
on Friday, Jan. 7. The suspect was
wearing khaki pants, a black shirt
and a puffy, black jacket. The victim
was not injured.

A man robbed an 18-year-old man
as he was walking in the 8300 block
of Richmond Highway around 7:40
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 1. The suspect
was described as black, about 5 feet
9 inches tall, 175 pounds and in his
early 20s, with a shaved head. He
was wearing a red and black, leather

Crime

or fake leather jacket, jeans and
white tennis shoes. The victim was
not injured.

UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A VEHICLE/

ARREST
Police arrested a man for driving

a stolen vehicle around 6:50 p.m.
on Saturday, Jan. 8. An officer saw
the suspect allegedly driving a stolen
1997 Honda Accord in the area of
Lockheed Blvd. and Fordson Road.
The driver, a 19-year-old male of the
2800 block of Joseph Makell Court in
Alexandria, allegedly attempted to
flee but was apprehended and
charged with unauthorized use of a
vehicle.

United Community Ministries Food Pantry
accepts donations of food Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. & the first
Sunday of every month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria, VA
22306. People dropping off donations should enter through the gates on the right side of
the building, drive around to the back of the building and ring the bell at the green door.
Most Commonly Needed Items:
•Canned soup
•Canned fruits and

vegetables
•Canned beans

•Pasta
•Rice
•Tomato sauce
•Cereal & oatmeal

•Macaroni & cheese
•Peanut butter
•Jelly
•Dry milk

•Baby food
•Diapers
•Paper shopping

and grocery bags
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Education●Learning●Fun

By Cristina Abellan-Matamoros

The Gazette

I
n spite of harsh winter winds, parents
are shifting their focus to warmer
months and looking for the perfect
summer camps for their children.

“Late January is the time to start look-
ing,” said Grace Becker from Northern Vir-
ginia, mother of a 10 year old and a 13 year
old.  “It can be a stressful process initially,
but every year gets a little bit easier. For
me, I didn’t have much of a choice because
I needed the childcare, but every family is
different.” At most summer camps, enroll-
ment works on a first-come first-serve ba-
sis, causing some to fill up quickly.

To help guide parents in their search, the
Fairfax County Association for the Gifted has
compiled a summer camp guide, available
for $10. The guide focuses on “enrichment
[and] academic camps,” according to Lara
Bove of McLean, producer of the guide. “I
try to get as much of an overview of the
camps listed in the guide as I can.” Music,
drama, and nature camps are also featured
in the guide, providing “exposure for niche
camps … that won’t put a flashy ad in the
Washington Post,” said Becker, who volun-
teers on the production of the guide.

“Parents are looking for different things,”
Becker said. “There are working parents
who are mostly looking for childcare for the
summer, and then there are stay-at-home
moms who look for more flexible camps
[with] half-day sessions.”

The availability of extended care hours is
a growing concern among working parents,
according to several camp directors. Kate
Summer, who runs the Katydid Kids sum-
mer camps in Frying Pan Park, Burke Lake
Burke, Colvin Run Mill Park, and Lake
Fairfax Park, said that she has “a lot of par-
ents signing up for after care.” About 60
per cent of the parents who enroll their chil-
dren in one of her sessions are working
parents, according to Summer. The guide
includes information about childcare for
each listed camp.

Although specifics vary, most parents are
looking for a safe, fun camp where their
child will be actively engaged. “[I’m look-
ing for] safety, fun, the typical things that
parents want,” said Bove.

Clifton’s Elizabeth Schultz, mother of four,
added, “I investigate for things that are fun.
It’s great [for the youngsters] to have an
outdoor experience, [to] exercise brain and
body … and [to] give me a break.”

But for many parents, money is also a
concern when considering camps for their
children. “Especially if you have three of
four children, price is a biggie,” said Schultz.

However, some parents such as Tim
Higgins of Great Falls, say that expensive
enrichment camps can help flesh out a col-
lege application.

Nancy Soschan, who runs a camp-advis-
ing program in Springfield called Summer
Solutions, strongly agrees.  “Wilderness
adventure camps, academic enrichment
camps, art camps are really great for teen-
agers,” she said.  A representative of Wil-
derness Adventure, a sleepaway outdoor
camp in Roanoke, claimed that such sum-
mer experiences give college applicants in-
triguing essay topics.

Soschan strongly recommends sleepaway
camps to foster competence and indepen-

dence.  “Kids learn to be independent,” she
said.  “They learn … sharing and commu-
nicating with others.”

Youngsters gather at one of the Katydid Kids summer camps.

More
A sampling of county and community fun camps:

http://www.katydidkids.com which is the one that
has the camps in Fairfax County Parks

http://www.ticcamp.com/ located in McLean
http://www.levineschool.org/site/

PageServer?pagename=classes_campgeneral
located in Arlington

http://www.theauburnschool.org/camp.cfm in
Herndon

Looking Ahead to Summer
Parents begin signing
up their children for
summer camp.
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Send announcements to the Mount
Vernon Gazette, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

Jason D. Neithamer, Alexan-
dria, son of Calvin and Susan
Neithamer of Alexandria, and a 2008
graduate of St Stephens & St Agnes
School, Alexandria, was named to the
dean’s list at Bucknell University for the
fall semester of the 2010-11 academic
year.

The newest members of the 2010

National Business Honor Society
(NBHS) of Mt. Vernon High School have
been named. Membership is based on
academic achievement in business edu-
cation, leadership skills, and leadership
character development. New members
are: Mohammad Bilal; Noelle
Casey; Mfonobong Emah; Tanisha
Fields; Meron Gosaye; Omar
Javed; Rashidat Omotosho; Tyler
Schmidt; John Skudlerek; Mark
Vocal; Moneeb Waseem, and Britni
White.

Nine Mount Vernon High
School marketing students represented
the school at the Fairfax County DECA
District competition in November. The

competition is divided up into “mini-dis-
tricts” with four schools competing
directly against each other in District 12:
Langley; Madison; Robinson, and
Mount Vernon. Four Mount Vernon
students achieved second- or third-place
in the following areas:

Principals of Business Management
Daquan Lee — Third Place Overall.

Daquan is a marketing and Cooperative
Employment (Co-op) student who suc-
cessfully used his workplace experiences
during his role play. He will go on to
compete at the DECA State Leadership
Conference in March in Norfolk.

Isaac Ortiz — Second Place on the
exam score;

Hotel and Lodging Marketing —

Jaeton Foxley — Second Place in Role
Play;

Quick Service Restaurant Mar-
keting — Kimberly Todd-Third
Place in Role Play;

Congratulations to the students and
to all of the MVHS district competitors:
Steeven Saquicilli; Eric Myhre;
Alex Avery; Kevin Pyles, and John
Tenorio.

Elizabeth K. Vestal from Alexan-
dria has been accepted to The Graduate
School at Virginia Tech. Vestal is major-
ing in Landscape Architecture and
pursuing a Master of Landscape Archi-
tecture in the College of Architecture
and Urban Studies.

School Notes

Alanna G. Stewart from Alexan-
dria has been accepted to The Graduate
School at Virginia Tech and will attempt
a Master of Architecture in the College
of Architecture and Urban Studies.

Matthew C. McCaskey from Alex-
andria has been accepted to The
Graduate School at Virginia Tech and
will attempt a Master of Information
Technology in the Interdisciplinary.

Erik R. Kramer from Alexandria
has been accepted to The Graduate
School at Virginia Tech. Kramer is ma-
joring in Architecture and pursuing a
Master of Architecture in the College of
Architecture and Urban Studies.
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309
COLLINGWOOD $1,299,000

GRACE & GRANDEUR
Grand model home includes $350,000 in upgrades. Quality construc-
tion combines with professionally designed décor, beginning in foyer high-
lighted with graceful waterfall split staircase, and continuing
throughout, including luxury master suite and completely finished
lower level with media center and much, much more.

 CALL MARILYN TRUDEAU 703-577-1262

MOUNT VERNON $579,000
ONE-OF-A-KIND

Meticulously maintained and nicely expanded Westgate split with two-level addition yielding
splendid sunroom with skylights, unique space-saver kitchen, miles of cabinets & more than
ample storage space. Lovely hardwoods thru main level, all tile baths, 3 fire-
places, 2-car side-load garage and more. 6 Bedrooms, 3 Baths. Directions: GW
Pkwy South to Mt Vernon, 235 West, left Old Mt Vernon Rd, Left Westgate to 3805.

CALL HEIDI KABLER 703-850-2558
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ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $349,500
ALL-BRICK RAMBLER

Enjoy one-level living in this nicely maintained rambler with a
full basement. Many updates have been done including
replaced windows, HVAC and more. Hardwood floors thruout.
Large deck off dining room overlooks fenced rear yard.

CALL ELODIA HOWARD  703-203-1544

CALL EMMA TUERK 703-360-4179

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $259,900
NEW PRICE

Classic Fairfield rambler put in pristine condition inside and out
for new owner. Easy one-level living, updated with newer appli-
ances, new paint and new carpet. Aggressively priced
to sell. Directions: Route 1 to Russell Road west,
left Lawrence, left Ashboro.
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CALL SEAFUS CRAFT 202-679-0862

ALEXANDRIA $550,000
AT PORTO VECCHIO

Professional interior designer has combined understated elegance with
creative use of light, mirrors and moldings to make this 2 bedroom condo
a must-see. Marble flooring thru main rooms, luxury master suite.
Directions: From Reagan National Airport, G.W. Parkway
South thru Old Town to 1250 S. Washington St. on left.
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ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $270,000
COTTAGE WITH CHARACTER

Most affordable close-in home on market, move-in ready and wait-
ing for new owner. Family area with wood stove, 3 bedrooms, 2 full
baths, rear deck, plus large work shed with electricity.
Ample parking. Directions: From Alex, Route 1 South,
Left Groveton St to 2912 on left.
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CALL MARTI COX 703-906-1325


